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This is the last article in the series on I Want To
See Godl.

is homily of Fr Marie-Eugene is a com-
mentary on the parable of the.guests invit-
ed to the banquet (Luke 14:16-24). In its
brevity it expresses the dynamism that underlies
the entire work 1 Want To See God. That is: to
make resound in the ears of all the call to boli-
ness, the call of God-Love
who needs to give bimself.
The banquet be offers us is
bis son Jesus in all bis mys-
teries.

The text bas been tran-
scribed from a recording
made at Notre Dame de
Vie, Sunday, June 10,
1963. The oral style has
been kept, with its signifi-
cant repetitions.

A man prepared a great dinner to which
many were invited. At the time of the dinner, he
sent his servant to say to the guests: Come,
everything is now ready. And all, one by one,
began to excuse themselves. The first one said:
“I have bought some land and I must go see it.
beg you, please excuse me.” Another said: “I
have bought five pair of oxen and I must go try
them out. I beg you, please excuse me.” Anoth-
er said: “I have just married and that is why I
cannot come.” Upon his return, the servant re-
ported all this to his master. Then, filled with
anger, the master of the house said to his ser-
vant: “Go quickly to the squares and streets of
the village and invite the poor, the crippled, the
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blind and the lame.” “Master,” said the servant,
“your orders have been carried out and there is
still room.” And the master said to the servant:
“Go to the ways and alleys and force the people
to come in, so my house may be full. For, I tell
you, not one of those invited will taste of my

“dinner.” Luke 14:16-24

At this Mass today holy church has us

reread this well-known page of Saint Luke’s

gospel, that of the banquet
prepared by the Father to
which he invited many of
his friends. We ordinarily
interpret this parable, this
banquet, as the Eucharistic
banquet. At first glance it
does indeed seem to ap-
ply to it. It seems to me,
however, that even more
appropriately, it can be
applied in general fashion
to our Lord himself and all his mysteries.

The Mysteries of Christ

In fact, we are almost at the end of the litur-
gical cycle: We have seen our Lord appear here
below. We have been present at the Annuncia-
tion, so to speak. The Father sends his Word
and places it in the Virgin Mary’s womb so she
might give him this clothing of flesh that will
permit him to be a man like us, among us, that
will permit us to touch him, to see him under
perceptible living forms, one like us -habitu in-
ventus ut homo, in his state recognized as man
(Ph 2:7). In every way, in all that he is, in all that
we see, he is a man.. ‘
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Having become man, Jesus appeared here
below as a child and we have followed him in all
the stages of his life. We have followed him.in his
life at Nazareth — it was a hidden life. We caught
‘hold of him at the beginning of his public life, at
his baptism. We have seen him penetrated by the
Holy Spirit to go lead a singular combat in the
desert against the devil whom he would van-
quish, and then return to his public life. He did
not merely overcome the devil once in this way;
he would yet have to struggle against his decep-
tions in the world. For that, he would present
himself to the world as he was; he would say
what he was: I am the way, the truth and the life.
I am the one who was sent by
God. He would show in his
words, in his actions that this
was true. He poured forth his
blessings. He preached; he
gave a sketch of the new King-
dom he came to establish by
the Sermon on the Mount, by
the other sermons and para-
bles. All this teaching was given
within our understanding to
present and make explicit the
life, the truth that was in him.
He was the light of the world, and he gave it to
us in detail, in concrete fashion, in a conceptual
fashion, so we could grasp it, at least in part. He
thus showed the various facets of his personality,
the riches that were in him.

He continued along his way; he was suc-
cessful although his preaching was somewhat
disconcerting. This is what he announced: I am
the light. . . whoever does not drink of my
- blood, whoever does not eat my flesh, will not
have life in him. He had already announced
great things that were not understood. There
were some disciples who, in the face of this
preaching, were disturbed and wanted to leave.
But Jesus had a plan; he wanted to give, to ex-

- plain the truth. He presents to us then a spiritu-

al, intellectual banquet, by his teaching, by his
actions, and also by his suffering, by his atti-
tudes, by the way he struggled, the way he bore
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the suffering, the opposition, this opposition of
Jerusalem. And yes! The great enemy, obviously
was pride, intellectual pride, the pride of the
successful, the powerful. They didn’t want to ac-
cept that this newcomer, this prophet who pro-
claimed a mission, would establish himself in Is-
rael, would establish his kingdom. They had

_their conception of the messiah and of the king-

dom he would establish, a conception that obvi-
ously favored their ambition. They stood in op-
position against him, they made war and the
devil came to their aid. This devil now returns
and enters into the struggle against our Lord.
We know the results. The passion he an-
nounced; these weeks in
Jerusalem were the last in this
struggle against the established
powers. Moreover, these last
weeks of discussions and
struggles permitted our Lord to
further clarify his teaching, to
give very precious teaching,
not only about himself, but al-
so about the Jews and on what
the Kingdom of God would
be. Then on Palm Sunday
came the announcement of his
kingship, which was about to be accomplished,
but in a disturbing manner. Finally there was the
institution of the Eucharist, the priestly prayer,
the passion, the Resurrection of our Lord, the
testimony that he was truly the , the Son of God,
that he was indeed the light, the truth, the life,

~ eternal life. This Christ, we well kniow, will nev-

er die again.

And what is even more disturbing is the As-
cension. He ascended into heaven and left us.
He left us because it was good for him to go. A
new kingdom was to be established, that of the
Holy Spirit, and for that he would have to go.
He had to return to his Father in order to send
us this third Person of the Holy Trinity, this sub-
stantial love, this place where the Father and the
Son live. Jesus sends him to us to dwell within
our souls, to dwell within the church, to be the
soul of our souls, the soul of the church, to
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reign there, to reign over us. This is his spiritual
kingdom!

All this, all our Savior’s deeds, his laws, all
his teaching shed light on his actions, his atti-
tudes. Our Savior’s death, the Eucharist he left
us, the Holy Spirit he sent us, there it is! The
grand meal the Father has prepared for us. All
this is the fulfillment of the Father’s plan for the
building up of the church, for the construction
of this new reality that is the total Christ, the
Church of God. We must enter into this total

- Christ for our sanctification, for our super-
‘natural development, for the fulfill-
ment of our divine vocation.
Through the church we must
truly become children of
God.

Well! Here is the
meal served to us by
the Fath'er., He so loved
the world that he sent
us his Son that he might
act, speak, give himself
and be our food. This is
the meal to which we are
invited, and to which, so to
speak, are summoned all our
faculties, our intellect, our heart
and our faith. From this meal we are to
be nourished in faith, in darkness, while wait-
ing for the nourishment of eternity.

Throughout all eternity this Word of God,
this incarnate Word, will be the light of paradise,
of the eternal home. He will be our nourish-

il

ment; we will live in him. In him we will eat of

God and we will penetrate into God. This is the
meal to which we are invited.

To enter into the desire of God our heaven-
ly Father asks us to go to the room where he
has prepared this meal in order to consume it.
He has called souls, he has called the Jews, now
he has called the Gentiles; he has called us, that
we might eat this intellectual food, this food of
- light, this light of life. This is the meal we must
eat. Here is our goal here below, to prepare
ourselves for the supreme goal of our existence,
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the food of God for all eternity. This is what we
must do.

The Father calls all Christians, he calls
friends, he has called us, us. Our Savior com-

pletes his teaching by telling us the replies he ~

receives from the majority of people. “I have
bought a pair of oxen, I cannot come. . . I got
married, I cannot come, I have other things to
do. . . Your meal is probably excellent but I
have much better, at least I have much more
pressing business. . .” This is the response our
Lord foresees, he who is the truth, he who
sees the present and the future.
Most refuse to come to this
table so carefully prepared
by the Father. He has im-
molated his victims, deco-
rated the table. There is
plenty for all Christians,
for all humanity to eat.
And yet many refuse.
They don’t have time.
They are taken up with
other occupations, by
other attractions and they
neglect the Father’s table.

s = So what does the Father do?

He sends his servant along the roads.

The table, the room must be full. He gathers

all people, sends out his call to come into this
house and consume the meal he has prepared.

- This is the image presented to us by our prophet-

ic Lord that applies to the entire history of the

~world, not only to the first years of Christianity.

Few people come to this divine banquet. Few are
prepared to enter the room for the eternal ban-

- quet that is the Holy Trinity. This is sad for us, is-

n't it? It is our obligation to our Lord and to our
heavenly Father t6 share his sorrow, his disap-
pointment in some way, to see that very few souls
in humanity respond to his call. Very few under-
stand all the mercy, all the love he has expressed
in the sending of his Son, in all the ‘deeds, in all
the teaching of his Son prepared for us. |

It is not enough to share the sorrow, the
disappointment of the Father, of our Lord him-
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self and of the Holy Spirit, of all those who
have contributed to setting this table, to putting
out the dishes that we must consume. There is
a call in this parable. We are the servants the
Father sends along the roads to call those pass-
ing by, all those who are there, and all those
who have no right to this banquet. We are to
call them, to make them come, to tell them:
Come and see, eat and drink; be fed and be
prepared, by thus nourishing yourselves on this
light, you will be nourished by God and his
Christ throughout all eternity.

Yes, we are called to go out along the roads.
Listen to the second call. The Father has chosen
us for this. Not only to take our place at this
table but to call others there, to fill the room.
That is our vocation. And here, we must call
everyone, not only those who have a right to it,
those who have been summoned, those who

have received the formal invitation. Not only .|

* those who seem to have the natural means to sit
at this table, to be nourished by the intellectual
light, by the divine food that is served. No, all,
all — that all may come! By entering the room,
they will find grace; they will find themselves
suited to be nourished by this meal. They will
learn to eat, to be nourished by the light, to be
nourished by Christ’s flesh. We will give them
the vocation by calling them, by gathering them
together, by leading them into this room.

- Recall the second call of the Father that re-
sponds to his desires, the call that would fulfill
his entire plan: to have consummated all the
love he wants to give us. Consider Saint Thérése
of the Child Jesus before this spectacle of infi-
nite love that thirsts and hungers to give itself,
before this infinite source that thirsts to be
drunk, before this fire that burns for food to
consume, to ignite. Saint “Théreése rightly had
pity on this hunger, this thirst, this need of the
Father, this need of an eternal fire that is sub-
stantial love. She desired to satisfy it, first of all,
by offering herself. “Few souls understand you,
few souls understand God’s hunger and thirst. . .
let there be at least one who understands!” And
she offered herself to this infinite Fire to be en-
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lightened, to be consumed in the flames of love,

~ and that not merely to receive this love and

light. She did it for a loftier, much more sensitive

reason. She did it to please God, to please this

infinite fire, this infinite love that hungers and
thirsts to give itself. And if she called souls, it
was of course so they would receive this love,
but it was especially to increase God’s joy, to

_ please God.

Enter into the light of Saint Thérése of the
Child Jesus who hovers over this infinite fire,
who understood what God is, who understood
God’s infinite thirst. Fulfill this parable presented
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to us by our Lord. Fecit cenam magnam, he pre-
pared a great dinner. Yes, the room, the table is
measured for humanity and even. surpasses it for
it is served by God. The food served here is noth-

ing other than God himself, infinite God love,
- God light. Therefore, this room will never be full,
nor the number of guests complete. There will al-
ways be room for others. Listen to the call of our
Lord, of the Father, and go out along the high-
ways and byways, into this pagan world, wher-
-ever we find it, wherever it is, to call souls to the
banquet.

What will we say to these souls? What the
gospel tells us: a room is prepared, a table is
set where there are extraordinary dishes. . .
come! We have nothing else to do but give tes-

timony of what the Father has done. Give testi- .

mony of God’s love. Give testimony of the ac-
complishments of our Lord, of his deeds, his
. words, of all he did. Give testimony of the
Holy Spirit who continues his work, who pre-
pared everything — he who is the architect,
the worker who must bring us into Christ.

This is the meaning of the parable, the
broadest, the deepest; I was going to say the
truest meaning of this parable given to us by
our Lord. Remember it, fulfill it, obey it. Our
Institute was made for this. To give testimony
of God, of God’s life, of God’s love, to stir up
hunger for God, to feed and maintain the
hunger for God in souls. Saint Gregory tells us
in the homily: other foods fatigue us; they sat-
isfy but leave a certain distaste. But the food
that is God, on the contrary, does not fatigue
us. The more you eat, the hungrier you are; the
more you drink, the thirstier you are. Repeat
~ this so souls learn to abandon their occupa-
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tions at least for a few moments, so they learn
to give themselves over and respond to God’s
call. |

This is what we must proclaim to the
world. Certainly we must relieve human pover-
ty here below, reduce physical hunger, in-
crease well being to a certain extent and im-
prove the conditions of life. We will do this
particularly by feeding souls with the divine.
Our mission is especially to call them to the

. eternal banquet, don’t forget it. Do not let

yourselves be troubled by the calls that come
from elsewhere, that come from the prince of
this world who would like to make of this
world a paradise, to establish conditions here
that would make us forget God, forget eternal
life. Put things into perspective in order to
know how to discern true values: the temporal
values that certainly have their importance, and
the eternal values, the only ones that remain,
the only ones that are worthy to be pursued
and desired in an absolute manner.

Let us ask the Blessed Virgin to explain this
parable to us, to make us hear in the depths of
our souls the call it represents for us, for each
of us — that our whole life, our prayer, our

" suffering, our activity will only be a response

to this, God’s call. God’s call makes us messen-
gers of his divine banquet, the divine banquet
to be served beginning here below, the eternal
divine banquet. Yes, let us ask the Blessed Vir-
gin to fix that in us, to make us hear this call
often, that it may detach us from all secondary
things and that we may learn how to give our-

selves to the one thing necessary: the response |

to be given to God, to the eternal, infinite love
of God. M
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Formation Outline for I Want to See God

FrTheodore N Centala OCD

T he Table of Contents for Volume I could
‘be categorized and coded for the various
stages of formation for our Secular Order
in the following manner.

GT stands for the period of formation for
guests and/or candidates. Our new Constitutions
suggest one year for this initial period of forma-
tion and can be extended for another year if nec-
essary. Those individuals who are weak in Adult
CCD should also enroll in some Adult CCD
" Course in a parish. Those individuals who are
weak in Scripture, especially if they interpret
Scripture as the Fundamentalists do, will distort

the Scripture quotations of our Carmelite Saints. -

They need to enroll in some Adult Catholic Bible
Study Program. The candidates should also read
A Welcome to Carmel by Fr Michael Griffin OCD,
1525 Carmel Rd, Hubertus WI 53033-9407.

SC is the category of formation material for
two years for those who have received the
Scapular and are in their second period of for-
mation. Spiritually speaking they are now Secu-
lar Carmelites. Legally speaking, not yet. Our
National Statutes allow for an extension of one
more year.

The TP category of formation material is for
the 3-year period during Temporary Promises.
Our National Statutes allow for an extension of

~up to three more years to allow for Providential -

Events which may not allow some members to
complete this period in just three years.

The DP category is for the Members who
have taken their Definitive Promises. Recall that
our Superior General, Fr Camilo Maccise OCD,

at the International Congress in Rome in 1996,

mandated that we have five more years for On-
Going Formation after Definitive Promises. Vol-
ume II: 7 Am A Daughter of the Church is the of-
ficial text for this period of formation for the
Washington Province.
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Please notice that the various Chapters of
both volumes of our text books have ample
footnotes for supplementary readings, because
each chapter is a summary of the teaching on
that topic from five of our major Carmelite
Saints: Teresa, John of the Cross, Little Therese,
Elizabeth of the Trinity and Brother Lawrence of
the Resurrection. It is obvious that there is a
need for the Members to acquire some addition-
al books. Most Catholic bookstores carry these
books, especially our ICS Publications, here in
Washington at our same address.

PERSPECTIVES

I. The Book of the Mansions (TP) 3

A. Historical circumstances in which it
- was composed 3

- B. Method of composition and division
of the work 8
C. Value of the word _ 11
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A. God is present in the soul 18
1. Active presence of immensity 19
2. Objective presence , 21
II. Knowledge of Self (TP) 33
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2. Spiritual knowledge 38
a. What we are before God 39
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c. Evil tendencies 43
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A. Role of prayer in Teresian spirituality 49
B. What is mental prayer 54
C. Degrees of prayer 60
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EDITH STEIN, ESSENTIAL WRITINGS
Edited by John Sullivan, OCD

This is an all-around reader/anthol-
ogy of the writings of Edith Stein
(St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross,
OCD). Fr. John Sullivan has com-
posed a book of passages designed
to acquaint you with the spiritual
genius and insights of Saint Edith.
He initiates the reader to her life
and main spiritual emphasis by an
introduction of his own.

Comes with Chronology—Bibliography. 158 pages /
paper/ $15.00

The book’s selections cover five topics in all:

In and for the Life of the World
Letting God’s Plan Guide Us
Searching for Deep Truth
Woman and Women
Freedom at the Cross

Purchase your copy either from your local bookstore or directly
from the publisher.
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POBox308 Maryknoll NY 10545-0308
Phone: 800-258-5838
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Perfection (SC) 310
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MYSTICAL LIFE AND
CONTEMPLATION
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B. Experience of the gifts
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