















































Love is a Torrent
Part of the Contmumg Sernes on I Want to See God

Fr. Louis Menvielle

e word “love” occurs more than 4,500
times in I Want to See God. Some preci-
sion will permit us to understand this

term, the repetition of which clearly indicates its
importance.

Fr. Marie-Eugene is a contemplative and
his personal experience permitted him to rec-
ognize in himself the presence of God. He dis-
covered it in the constant activity of love, the
fire that constantly pours forth its heat, the sun
that continuously shines its light, the ever flow-
ing fountain. When he wants to describe what
God does in the soul, he un-
derstandably uses the expres-
sion “infusion of love”.

He explains: this word,
love, expresses all the experi-
ence of the soul in these
intimate contacts with the sov-
ereign Good, who communi-
cates himself. This same word
has always summarized the
experience of those who have
approached God the most and
who have felt the ardent dy-
namism of the Infinite Being
hovering over our human
poverty to communicate to it
his consuming life and bring it
into the movement of his
love. God is a consuming fire,
said Moses, Saint John and
Saint Paul.

If God acts in us by love, if he himself is
love, what then is love in God? The contempla-
tive notes that love is always in movement to
give itself and Fr. Marie-Eugene found in theol-
ogy an expression that would seemingly corre-
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spond perfectly to this movement. Love is the
good that communicates itself. This is a key
concept of I Want to See God, one used fre-
quently by Fr. Marie-Eugene and a principle
note of his teaching. The number of references
indicated in the analytical table is the sign of its
importance. This theme indeed constitutes a
thread that runs through all the chapters.

What is it all about?

Goodness is of itself radiant. When you
approach a good person, you feel that you are
becoming good all the time
you are with him, Moreover,
his goodness attracts us and
we like to think about him,
contemplate him. This is
how goodness, the good, are
diffusive of themselves. Be-
cause of his spiritual experi-
ence, Fr. Marie-Eugene de-
fines love as the quality that
the good has to communi-
cate itself. Love is goodness
in so far as it gives itself, the
good in so far as it commu-
nicates itself. Thus what is
proper to love, its nature, is
to give itself, and love can-
not cease to pour itself forth
without ceasing to be itself.

A systematic presentation
of this notion of love as diffu-
sive good will permit us to better understand
the dynamic of the divine work in souls and in
the church, this dynamic that runs through 7
Want to See God and that works to make of the
person a saint in the total Christ.
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