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amoa (formerly

Western Samoa)

is comprised of
nine islands, of which
only four are inhabit-
ed. They are located
about 5 hours by air
from either Australia
or Hawaii, but only 3
hours from New
Zealand. The only city
is Apia, with a popula-
tion of 170,000. An in-
teresting place to visit
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of Frs. Gregory Burke
OCD, and Ross
Collings (dec.) of the
Diocese of Australia.
Sister Maria Angela of
the Holy Trinity, OCD,
is the current director.
Marianna Wojtow-
icz, a member (in for-
£ . mation) of the OCDS
in Apia, Samoa, posted
= a request for Carmelite
books for her commu-
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is the museum and burial site of the author
Robert Louis Stevenson. Samoa has the largest
man-made structure in the South Pacific, a
pyramid on the island of Savaii. The Samoans
can trace their culture back about 5,000 years.
The mountains tower on Savaii to over 6,000
feet, and the highest waterfall is over 600 feet
high. The Volcanic islands had 3 eruptions in
the 20th century. The climate is tropical. Samoa
is the home of Manu Samoa, World Rugby Cup
champions.

Samoan OCDS

The OCDS community of St.
Therese of the Child Jesus is about
four years old, and has 19 mem-
bers. Seven have made their First
Promise, ten are in formation and
two are aspirants. Most members
are Samoans except for Marianna
(Polish) and a Tongan. Samoan is
the primary language, but English
is used at meetings. Sr. Maria Elis-
apeta of Christ, OCD, started the
OCDS in Samoa with the guidance

April-May 2001

nity on an Internet
Carmelite discussion list. The Endwell New
York OCDS community responded and sent a
package of Carmelite books and booklets, au-
dio and videotapes, and other small items. In-
cluded in the package was a book of The Col-
lected Works of St. John of the Cross (ICS). It
had belonged to Marie Patrick, an elderly mem-
ber of our group. Marie, during an OCDS meet-
ing, gave this book to the community president,
and asked that it be sent to the OCDS in Samoa,
as she could no longer see to read it. The
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