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Editorial 

The etching of Christ Risen on the cover 
was taken from the Easter Sunday liturgy 
of the our Latin altar missal from 1950. 

The other small etchings were clustered around 
it. St. Mary of Magdalen saw a gardener. This 
artist envisioned the triumphant Christ who con-
quered death by accepting the cross and even 
has it on his banner, as he was stepping out of 
his grave into the light. Little Thérèse wanted to 
see the Cross of Triumph in heaven, because 
she had discovered its great spiritual benefit on 
earth and had daily accepted it. 

The first stanza of the poem of Jessica Pow-
ers, "The Ledge of Light" seems like it was writ-
ten just for Christ. Yet the rest was clearly writ-
ten for us so that we may come more into the 
Light and become more Christ-like. 

We welcome the joyful news from Nairobi 
Kenya on the occasion of the solemn vows of 
Brother Louie-Marie OCD. This type of personal 
account of an important step in his vocation to 
Carmel provides us all with an occasion to re-
new our gratitude for our vocation to Carmel 
and to pray for other vocations. 

The 2-volume series by Fr Marie-Eugene 
OCD has gone up in price by $5. The discount 
is still the same percentages of $44.95. I have 
been in communication with some members of 
the Notre Dame de Vie Institute in Montreal and 
France to request permission to reprint, in Eng-
lish, a series of installments of a small booklet, 
"How to Read I Want to See God" which is avail-
able in French.The request was granted. Fr Sal-
vatore has agreed to be our translator. 

The Presidents List includes the elected presi-
dents, the appointed presidents, the acting presi-
dents, the group leaders, the contact persons, etc. 
It covers the Washington Province, the Polish Ter-
ritories, the Caribbean Sea and Nairobi, Kenya. 

May the Risen Christ find us all awake as He 
steps out of the darkness in the light this Easter 
in the year 2000, which could be 2007. • 

Father Theodore N Centala OCD 

The LeJge of Ught 
I have climbed up out of a narrow darkness 
on to a ledge of light. 
I am of God; I was not made for night. 

Here there is room to lift my arms and sing. 
Oh, God is vast! 
With Him all space can come 
to hole or corner or cubiculum. 

Though once I prayed, "0 closed 
Hand holding me. . 
I know Love, not a vise. I see aright, 
set free in morning on this ledge of light. 

Yet not all truth I see. Since I am not 
yet one of God's partakers, 
I visualize Him now: a thousand acres. 

God is a thousand acres to me now 
of high sweet-smelling April and the flow 
of windy light across a wide plateau. 

Ah, but when love grows unitive I know 
joy will upsoar, my heart sing, far more free, 
having come home to God's infinity. 

Sister Miriam of the Holy Sprit, OCD 
(Jessica Powers) 
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Passing Through the Holy Door 

As brothers and sisters let us enter the new millennium 

Circular Letter of the OCD—OCarm General Superiors 

At the beginning of the Third Millennium 
Rome, 1999 

Introduction 
"Contemplating the mystery of the Incarna-

tion of the Son of God, the Church prepares to 
cross the threshold of the Third Millennium." 1  
We approach the Lord with renewed and gener-
ous devotion sustained by our hope in the final 
and definitive encounter with Him. "Every Ju-
bilee Year is like an invitation to a wedding 
feast," the Pope tells us. 2  It is the marriage of 
God to humankind through the incarnation of 
His Son in time. "God has pitched His tent in 
our midst." (Jn 1:14) He dwells amongst us and 
dialogues with US; He frees us from every servi-
tude and teaches us the path of solidarity and 
service. 

We, the members of the great family of 
Carmel (men and women religious and laity, 
must use this event as a moment of grace, an 
occasion of renewal in creative fidelity. All the 
great themes of this Jubilee find a lively echo in 
our heart and in our faith: pilgrimage, the Holy 
Door, purification of memory, the witness of the 
martyrs, the new prophetic solidarity, 

In imitation of those holy men and women 
who brought about our renewal and re-founda-
tion we are invited to return to the essential so-
briety of the Rule. We ask you to keep before 
you our past, our present and above all that fu-
ture towards which the Spirit is leading us by 
means of the challenges of the signs of times 
and places. 

I 

Keep out True Founders Before Us 3  

1. A Dynamic History 

Our order does not owe its origin to a single 
charismatic figure. Rather a group of pilgrims 
left Europe to commit themselves to "the service 
of the Lord." They shared their aspirations and 
experience living together on the slopes of 
Mount Carmel. It was a time of great fervour in 
the-Church, a time-of radical renewal in the Se-
quela Christi (following of Christ), who is the 
exemplar of poverty and fraternity. In the XII 
century to journey to the Holy Land and to live 
there was a supreme form of rededication to 
ideals. 

Choosing to dwell in places, so meaningful 
in the history of salvation, constituted a commit-
ment to reexamining the events which occurred 
there and the great figures who were involved. 
This is how we are to understand one of the his-
torical references to the Carmelites: 

"In imitation of the holy and solitary 
prophet Elias others lived as hermits on 
Mount Carmel near the city of Porfirla 
(Haifa) close to the spring of Elias not far 
from the monastery of the holy virgin Mar -
garet. They lived in solitude, each on his 
own; in caves where like bees in a hive they 
made the divine honey of spiritual sweetness 
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Superior General 

• . . this Mount Carmel, where Elias lived, is 
next to the sea aboutfour milesfrom Acre. ' 

These are our beginnings. Our fathers were 
led by the propositum/ideal of following Jesus 
without reserve. Continual and prayerful con-
templation of the Word, dialogue and discern-
ment in common, manual work 
and reciprocal service, sharing 
belongings, modest and simple 
dwellings, the centrality of the 
Eucharist in the place of prayer—
all these things inspired that com-
munity our fathers created. Earlier 
communities of Byzantine monks 
had already created a spiritual tra-
dition in that place. The practices 
of our fathers kept that tradition 
alive: praying the Psalms, bodily 
mortification, purifying the heart, 
spiritual struggle, solitude, a lack 
of rigidity towards what was pre-
scribed and waiting attentively 
for the return of the Lord. 

When they were forced to return to Europe, 
without abandoning their original propositum/ 
ideal they associated themselves with the newly 
born movement of mendicant friars. Without 
compromising its general thrust they made wise 
adaptations of the central charismatic inspira-
tion. This process of uprooting from Palestine 
and settling into Europe required courageous 
decisions and dynamic fidelity. 

2. Dynamism In facing new 
challenges 

From the XV to the XVII century Carmel 
was forced to face new challenges. It was the 
birth of the modern era: rationalism and a new 
understanding of the dignity and autonomy of 
the person were emerging. During this time nu-
merous "reforms" were launched, that from 
1400 proposed a return to primitive ideals. Dur-
ing this time the contemplative communities of 
Carmelite women were born; forms of lay asso-
ciation for those attracted to the Carmelite way  

of life spread. It was also during this time that 
Marian devotion took, on many popular forms; 
our communities began to foster social and cul-
tural projects. 

Among all the reform movements, that ini- 
tiated by Teresa of Jesus with the help of John 
of the Cross is of special importance. Being 

more -than a simple "reform", it 
was a genuine "re-founding." 
Their spiritual teaching and work 
in founding "reformed monaster- 
ies and convents" has for cen- 
turies been a source of inspira- 
tion for the entire Carmelite 
Order. For Carmelites of the an- 
cient branch both the reform of 
Touraine and the role of Mary 
Magdalen de'Pazzi have been es- 
pecially fruitful. Touraine pro- 
duced outstanding mystics and 
spiritual writers; Mary Magdalen 
de'Pazzi nurtured an ardent pas- 
sion for the Church and had a 

profound mystical experience based on Scrip-
ture and the liturgy. 

3. A New Awareness 
The radical and rapid changes of this past 

century have given us a growing insight into our 
charism and spirituality. Although the century 
has been marked by secularization, globaliza-
tion and the search for justice and liberty, a 
hunger for spirituality and even mystical experi-
ence is exploding throughout the planet. 

As the century draws to a close we become 
more sensitive to the possibility of understand-
ing the charism and mission of our Carmelite 
family in new and fresh ways. Many great writ-
ers and historians of the spiritual life have con-
tributed to this new insight. But above all it is 
the life and teaching of Saints Thérèse of the 
Child Jesus, doctor of the Church, Edith Stein, 
the Blesseds Titus Brandsma and Elizabeth of 
the Trinity who have helped us deepen our un-
derstanding and seek to inculturate the Carmel-
ite charism. 
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They were aware of emerging needs and 
called our attention to them: a more ordinary 
spirituality, a growing hunger for wider frater -
nity, the mystery of the Trinity and the chal-
lenge of culture, the new face of the Church 
and remembering our Jewish roots, new forms 
of communication, an awareness of the dignity 
of women, dialogue with other religions, a 
new theology of the Cross and martyrdom, the 
centrality of the Saviour and the freedom of the 
mature Christian. Inspired by our great heritage 
our saints have taught us the new approaches 
and languages needed to speak to new gener-
ations. 

Throughout the century the riches of our 
origins have been rediscovered in the life and 
history of both Carmelite traditions: the Rule, 
Marian tradition, the tradition of Elias, pastoral 
work. Happily we have recovered the original-
ity of the "Teresian re-foundation" without di-
minishing its continuity with the four centuries 
that preceded it. We have had the special grace 
of celebrating various centenaries and of see-
ing our brothers and sisters inscribed in the 
books of saints, doctors and blesseds of the 
Church. This long journey has led us to a new 
and great frontier: on this the threshold of the 
third millennium we are called to respond with 
creative fidelity to the Lord who is speaking to 
our hearts through the signs of times and 
places. 

II 
Crossing the Threshold of the Third 
Millennium with a Renewed Identi 

One of the most poignant symbols of the Ju-
bilee is the passage through the Holy Door. On 
Christmas Night the Pope will be the first to pass 
through this door—"Crossing its threshold, he 
will show to the Church and to the world the 
Holy Gospel, the wellspring of life and hope for 
the coming third millennium". 5  With the whole 
of humanity we approach this Holy Door as pil-
grims; as we pass through it we take yet anoth-
er step towards our definitive encounter with 
Christ the Lord. 

These gestures and symbols evoke funda-
mental values that tell us who we are and 
should continue to give us life and direction. 
Pilgrimage, night, encounter with Christ, gate 
of life, purification of memory, martyrdom, rec-
onciliation with God and the community, joy-
ous fraternity, canticle of liberation—expres-
sions such as these echo the highlights of our 
own spirituality and are sources of inspiration. 
When we cross that threshold we are carrying 
with us our historical memory; specific paths 
have led us to this point—we will enter the 
new millennium with a very clear understand-
ing of our identity. These are the signposts on 
our journey. 

1. To Live as Pilgrims. 

The experience of being pilgrims is well 
and truly part of our history. We should come 
back to this concept continually: we must move 
out from the familiar into new social and cultur-
al situations seeking new ways of encounter, 
witness and service. The guiding wisdom of our 
spirituality provides us with clear goals and ad-
equate means to live in Christian freedom and 
to place ourselves at the service of our brothers 
and sisters. 

2. Faithful to a Great Tradition. 

From the very beginning our roots have 
been firmly planted in the great spiritual tradi-
tion of monasticism. This gave rise to our 
search for vital links with the prophet Elias. In 
the post-synodal document Vita Consecrata, 
Elias is presented as "a model of monastic reli-
gious life" and "the bold prophet and friend of 
God" •6  The Rule is a faithful resume of the 
spiritual, ascetic and prayerful wisdom of clas-
sic monasticism. Intense devotion to Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel has both patristic and monas-
tic elements: we need only think of the titles 
Mother, Patroness, Sister, Virgo Purissima. The 
new interpretation of the Rule, understood in 
its geographical and cultural context, provides 
us with a model applicable to other areas of our 
life and spirituality. 
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3. Centered on Christ. 
The essential Christ-centeredness of the 

Rule, beginning with the phrase "in obsequio Je-
su Christi" marks the Rule and its general thrust 
as an internal, structural movement; the text's 
eschatological perspective is apparent from its 
conclusion referring to the coming of the Lord 
who is Judge and Saviour 7 

In the succeeding eight centuries this gener-
al formulation has been considerably widened 
and enriched. Our great masters, from Teresa of 
Jesus to John of the Cross, from Mary Magdalen 
de'Pazzi to Thérèse of Lisieux, from Edith Stein 
to Titus Brandsma, were all passionate in their 
efforts to seek the face of the Lord, to speak 
heart to heart to Him, to elaborate and describe 
in new words and languages what it means to 
be completely transformed, in God. With lin-
guistic, ethical and spiritual sensitivity to times 
and places, the various generations of Carmelite 
men and women have sought to keep the mys-
tery of Christ central to the project of holiness 
and to penetrate the unfathomable riches of His 
incarnation. We too are being called to continue 
these experiences and to live them in dialogue 
with our own spiritual traditions, and, the popu-
lar piety of our time. 

4. Tireless Meditation on the 
Word of the Lord 

Meditation on the Word is another corner-
stone of the Carmelite way of following Christ. 
The expressions "meditating" and "watchfut' re-
fer to the movement of reading and meditating; 
praying and recognizing with the eyes of the 
heart the presence of the Lord in His Word and in 
every event. 

The Rule instructs us "to meditate on the 
Word of the Lord." Teresa of Jesus and other 
Carmelite mystics repeat this teaching. It is a 
preparation for prayer as a dialogue of friend-
ship with God and contemplation as union with 
Him, who is the Word of God incarnate. Our 
contemplative charism and the renewed prac-
tice of Lectio Divina can only profit from a seri-
ous study of the new hermeneutics and the  

new readings. In the contemplative encounter, 
the Word of God in Scripture becomes the 
Word of God in us to be joined to the Word of 
God in life. This reading of the Word should not 
be for ourselves alone, but to be expressed also 
in spirituality schools, in gatherings for Lectio 
Divina, in our pastoral practice by teaching the 
People of God an existential, contemplative, 
prayerful approach to the riches of the Word. 

5. The Hunger for Spirituality 
questioning us. 

Today's hunger for spirituality—often ex-
pressed in a sort of spiritualism—is a healthy 
challenge to our spiritual tradition. Guided by 
the experience and teaching of our saints we 
are called upon to provide practical suggestions, 
to offer guidelines and solutions, to practice 
Gospel discernment and to overcome the dan-
ger of superficiality, shallow experiences of the 
Sacred. We must live a vital and down-to-earth 
spirituality that reflects the real world in which 
we live; a spirituality that is not just theory but a 
life of solidarity with all people, with their joys, 
hopes, sadness and sufferings. 

6. Fraternal Life in Community and 
Commitment to the Apostolate. 

The concept of a welcoming and respectful, 
prayerful and supportive, poor and flexible fra-
ternity is basic to both the Rule and the Teresian 
re-foundation. Today we are better able to un-
derstand and appreciate that original model. 
Moreover we can visualize even more extensive 
and authentic fraternity and solidarity. The 
"evangelization of the nations" is spreading a 
"spirituality of communion" 8  about which our 
saints were passionate. Teresa of Jesus dedicat-
ed all her work and life to this apostolic dimen-
sion of prayer; Thérèse of Lisieux wanted to 
evangelize all ages and beyond her earthly exis-
tence, Titus Brandsma defended the dignity and 
liberty of the human person against racist and 
ideological idolatry. Edith Stein shared the trag-
ic destiny of the Jewish People threatened by 
the violence of the Holocaust. 
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spoke one Word, which was his Son, and this 
Word he speaks always in eternal silence, and in 
silence must it be heard by the soul." 11  

III 
Practical Guidelines for Crossing the 

Threshold of the New Millennium 

This symbol of "crossing the threshold" pos-
es new challenges and opens new horizons be-
fore us. Let us consider some of them. 

1. Creative fidelity: pilgrims of 
authenticity. 

We are the heirs of a long and rich tradition 
that has nourished so many saints. As we cross 
the threshold into the new millennium we must 
remain faithful to that tradition but at the same 
time be creative in reinterpreting it so that it can 
continue to give life and lead future generations 
through that night in which the lover is trans-
formed into the Beloved. 9  

2. Walking with Mary, our Mother 
and Sister. 

Mary is always present in Carmel. She leads 
us and accompanies us in the footsteps of 
Christ, her Son. She teaches us to ponder events 
in our hearts; she teaches us to praise God for 
all He accomplishes in and through us. As we 
enter the new millennium we face the challenge 
of presenting Mary to new generations so that 
she may continue to be called blessed. To do 
this we must have a profound understanding of 
the core values of our traditional Marian devo-
tions. The Mother of God speaks to the hearts of 
those among whom we live—we must help 
them get close to her. 

3. Lectio Divina: To Walk with the 
Word. 

In recent years the Church has rediscovered 
the ancient treasure of Lectio Divina which can 
lead to the heights of contemplation. Meditating 
and praying on the Word of God must accom-
pany all we do)° In the middle ages many 
Carmelites were known as "Masters of Holy 
Writ." It is the Word of God giving life. We must 
submerge ourselves in this Word so that we can 
become a word of life for others. "The Father  

4. Vocations: Entering Other Worlds. 

Like the majority of Orders we are witness-
ing a radical change in the geographic origin of 
our vocations. Fewer vocations are coming from 
areas that were previously rich: in other parts of 
the world vocations are abundant—this is 
changing the face of Carmel. Those who went 
before us responded wholeheartedly to what 
they believed God was asking of them. In the 
same way we must seek to understand the signs 
of times and places so that we can go where 
God is leading us. 

5. Formation: Helping Others on the 
Journey. 

We have an obligation: we must offer the 
best possible formation to those whom God 
sends us. There is a great hunger for God in our 
world; Carmelite spirituality has the enormous 
potential to respond to this hunger and to lead 
people into deeper relationship with God. In re-
cent years we have emphasized the importance 
of formation and have created a formation pro-
gram for our brothers and sisters, religious and 
lay. The next important step is to concentrate on 
the training of those who will direct the forma-
tion of others. We can only give what we have. 
The more those responsible for training are 
rooted in our spiritual tradition, the more they 
will be able to offer to those in their care. 

6. Community Life: Walking Together. 

We realize that we live in an era of growing 
individualism and must face this situation realis-
tically. Community life is essential to our charism 
and to our mission in the Church. In spite of the 
individualism that pervades our society, people 
are searching for genuine communities. The ex-
ample of our life together can become more im-
portant and more influential in the future. For 
this reason it is vital that we promote fraternity 
and train our candidates to live it. 
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7. Mission: Leading Others Along 
the Path. 

We look to the future with optimism and the 
firm belief that Carmel will have much to offer 
future generations. People have the right to ex-
pect that Carmelite men and women will offer 
assured leadership based on their own experi-
ence of God. The goal of our spiritual journey is 
to become one with Christ and to live as a new 
creation, Many would like to grow in their rela-
tionship with God but often have no one to lead 
them with assurance through the dark night to-
wards the mountain: Christ the Lord. In every  

form of our apostolate we must meet the need 
people have for spiritual guidance—and at the 
same time we must be open and receptive to 
those events which can teach and evangelize us 
in return. 

8. Justice and Peace: Going in so that 
we can go out. 

Everyday life tests the authenticity of any ex-
perience of God. A true experience of God over-
flows into the desire that His Kingdom come and 
results in a deeper commitment to the values of 
His Kingdom. It is natural that Carmelite men 
and women seek to spread the love and know!- 
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edge of Him Whom they have met in prayer. 
When we realize that many people are unable to 
satisfy their most basic human needs, our love of 
God makes it impossible for us to accept this sit-
uation. Contemplation, the core of the Carmelite 
charism, finds spontaneous expression in gen-
uine love of our neighbor. This leads us to the 
question of why there are so many injustices in 
our world. A commitment to justice and peace is 
most appropriate to a contemplative vocation. 
Without this commitment every contemplative 
experience is suspect. 

9. The Doors of Our Own History 

There are doors through which we cannot 
pass with complete liberty and sincerity: they 
constitute our history, the past and present rela-
tionship, between Carmelites of the Ancient Ob-
servance and Teresian Carmelites. Cultural and 
national sensitivity can influence relationships 
between provinces; differing spiritual traditions 
and ascetic sensitivities can temper relations be-
tween groups of monasteries; sometimes simple 
prejudices and shut minds can affect the way in-
dividuals feel towards each other. We must en-
gage in a liberating re-evaluation of certain 
tense historical moments and episodes that dis-
played little authenticity or communion. We are 
called to give witness to a dialogue of peace 
and mutual, humble, sincere pardon; we are 
called to give witness to a new season of frater-
nity accepting our differences and living togeth-
er. The various forms of dialogue, sharing and 
planning which we have experienced together 
over the last ten years must continue and yield 
more fruit; it must involve all our people and all 
our institutions. Greater dialogue and sharing 
will always begin at the level of fraternal life in 
the local community. It can and should involve 
those lay people who wish to share the spiritu-
ality and mission of Carmel in a deeper man-
ner." 12  

Conclusion 

We cross the threshold into the third millen-
nium under the protection of Mary; in the spiri- 

tual tradition of Carmel she is considered and 
experienced as a mother and an affectionate sis-
ter. She continues to be our faithful "companion 
in following Christ: with her example of prayer-
ful reflection of the heart, her invitation to do 
what the Master asks, her canticle of gratitude 
and liberation, her presence at the cross of her 
humiliated Son and her spiritual motherhood in 
the midst of the disciples. 

We cross the threshold of a new era in the 
company of the great prophet Elias and of our 
saints who so often crossed the borders and 
frontiers of new lands. We cross the thresholds 
deep within us and recognize there, through the 
light of Christ, the signs of grace and mercy. We 
go through all those closed doors which sepa-
rate, blocking communication, dividing and 
denying fraternity and communion. We go 
through the door of this new millennium with 
living faith and active hope to serve the Lord of 
the Centuries with a pure heart and unalloyed 
generosity. • 

Rome, November 14, 1999 
The Feast of all the Saints of 
Carmel 

Fr Camilo Maccise, O.C.D. 
Superior General 

Fr Joseph Chalmers, 0. Carm 
Prior General 

1. Incamationis mysterium (IM), 
Bull of Indiction of the Great 
Jubilee, 1. 

2. IM 4. 
3. TERESA OF JESUS, Foundations 14:4. 
4. JACQBUS DF VIDRLADO, Historia Orientalis sive 

hierosoli'mitana, in J. BONGARS (ed., Gesta Deiper 
Francos, Hannover 1611, vol. 1, 1074f. 

5. IM 8. 
6. Vita consecrato (VO 84. 
7. See Rule, cc. 9,14,24. 
8. See VC 46, 5 1. 
9. ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, Dark Night, v., 5. 

10. Rule, c.19. 
11. ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, Sayings of Light and Love, 

100. 
12. See Vita consecrata, 54. 
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one truly suffers under 
the weight of the cross. 

Salle, Priest 
St Teresita of the Andes 

makes her profession of 

consult to arrive at 
divine union is the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

May Jesus always lead 
me by the way of the 
cross, 

that is suffered with 
love is healed again. BI Elizabeth of the St Teresa Benedicta of 

the Cross 
vows, for she is in 
danger of death. Crucified. 

St Teresita of the Andes St Teresa ofAvila Trinity St Teresa Margaret Redi 

9 10 
Consume all my imper- 

11 
St Stanislaus, Bishop, 

12 
In the name of Jesus, 

13 
St Martin I, Pope, 

14 
Suffering united with 

15 
She (Mary) is the ideal type I Fifth Sunday of 	I 

Lent fections like the fire 
that transforms every- 

Martyr 
The devil fears the 

I implore you to 
show charity 

Martyr 
The purest suffering 

love is the one thing 
we should desire in 

of woman who knew 
how to unite tenderness 
with power. She stood Therese enters 

Carmel in Lisieux thing into itself. 
St Therese of Lisieux 

soul united to God as 
he does God himself. 

toward the weak. 
B! Mary ofJesus 

produces the purest 
understanding. 

this valley of tears. 
St Therese of Lisieux 

beneath the cross. 
St Teresa Benedicta in 1888. St John of the Cross Crucified St John of the Cross 

16 17 
B! Baptist Spagnoli 

of Mantua, OC 

18 
B! Mary of the Incar- 

nation, OCD 

19 
We can never have too 

much confidence in 

20 
Holy Thursday 
Look not on our blindness 

21 
Good Friday 
Edith Stein makes 

22 
Holy Saturday 
That I may be purified 

Palm Sunday 
Christ continues to live 

and suffer in his Be satisfied with the The endurance of dark- the Good God; as we my God, but on the 
streams of blood shed Final Profession of and delivered from my 

members. state God has designed ness leads to great hope in Him so shall by Thy Son for us. . vows in 1938. miseries by contact with 
St Teresa Benedicia of the 

Cross 
for you. 

Brother Lawrence 
light, 

St John of the Cross 
we receive, 

St Therese of Lisieux 
St Teresa ofAvila 

Him. 
BI Elizabeth of the Trinity 

23 24 
When I go to Commu- 

nion I feel strong. 
Jesus gives me life, 

25 
In prayer I look for refuge, 

but solitude is so hard 
to find that recollection 

26 
There is a soft noctur- 

nal glow in a mind 
that is freed.. .calmed 

27 
Trials help greatly to 

detach us from earth. 
They make us look 

28 
The soul cannot overcome 

the devil without prayer, 
nor penetrate his devices 

29 
To be able to give ours- 

elves to God with 
love, we have to recog- 

Easter Sunday 
It is necessary to 

put our complete 
trust in God. 

not only of soul, but of soul is almost an 
impossibility, and meditative, to God, rather than to 

without humility and 
mortification. nize Him as He who 

Brother Lawrence 
also of body. 

St Teresita of the Andes 
St Raphael Kalinowski St Teresa Benedicta of 

the Cross 
this world. 

St Therese of Lisieux 
St John of the Cross loves. 

St Teresa Benedicta 

30 
I Second Sunday of I 
I 	Easter 	I April 2000 By considering the love 

He bore me, I regained 
my courage. 

St Teresa ofAvila 
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1i1 	ftt' 	-Monday 	—Tuesday 	Wednesday—Thursday 	 iFriday ct rrrv 
1 	 2 	 3 	 4 	 5 	 6 

St Joseph the Worker StAthanasius 	Sts Philip and 	The way the devil 	We can do this 	We are caught up in 
Those who are devoted There is a Being who 	James, Apostles 	can do a great deal 	much: endeavor to 	activity and so few 

to prayer should, in a 	is Love, and who 	We make progress 	of harm.. .is to 	conform ourselves 	in number are they 
special manner, cher- 	wishes us to dwell 	only through imita- 	make us believe we 	to Christ Crucified. 	who realize the imp- 
ish devotion to St. 	in His company. 	tion of Christ. 	have virtues when 	St Teresa Margaret Redi 	ortance of prayer... 

St Teresa of Avila 	Trinity 	 St Teresa ofAvila 

Joseph. 	 BI Elizabeth of the 	St John of the Cross 	we do not. 	 St Raphael Kalinowski 

7 	 8 	 9 	 10 	11 	 12 	13 
I Third Sunday of I First Communion of We can retire from 	Let us be students of 	It is good to find 	Nereus, Achileus, 	A soul which listen to 

Easter 	 Therese in 1884. 	time to time to the 	the Laws of God I 	more solitude so as 	and Pancras, 	self...which indulges 
The Lord looks at the I offer myself as a 	Chapel of our heart 	(Gospel & Rule) so 	to make room for 	Martyrs 	 in useless thoughts 

love with which we 	victim of holocaust 	to commune with 	that we may condu- 	the Lord and allow 	Today I stood with 	or desires, scatters 
do our works. 	to Your Merciful 	Him, peacefully, 	Ct ourselves accord- 	His Majesty to 	you (Mary) beneath 	its forces. 

St Teresa ofAvila 	Love. 	 humbly, lovingly. 	ing to them. 	work... 	 the cross... 	B! Elizabeth of the Trinity 
St Therese of Lisieux 	Brother Lawrence 	St Raphael Kalinowski 	St Teresa ofAvila 	St Edith Stein 

14 	15 	16 	17 	18 	19 	20 
I Fourth Sunday of 	St Isidore the 	St Simon Stock, OC, Canonization of St 	St John I, Pope, 	One can only learn the St Bernardine of 

Easter 	 Farmer 	 1200-1255 	Therese of the 	Martyr 	 science of the Cross, 	Sienna, Priest 
We possess the 	Contmeplation frees 	To arrive at being 	Child Jesus in 	I am not afraid of weak 	if one truly suffers 	There is little time to 

vision in substance, 	and hides the soul 	all, desire to be 	Rome in 1925. 	ness, for within me 	under the weight of 	enjoy your presence 
under the humble 	from the wiles of 	nothing. 	 in the Strong One, 	the Cross. 	 and you hide from 
form of the Host. 	the devil... 	St John of the Cross 	 BI Elizabeth of the 	St Teresa Benedicta of 	me. 

B! Elizabeth of the Trinity 	St John of the Cross 	 Trinity 	 the Cross 	
St Teresa ofAvila 

21 	 22 	23 	24 	25 	26 	27 
I Fifth Sunday of 	I St Joachina de Vedruna Feelings and the em- B! Mary of Jesus 	St Mary Magdalen 	St Philip Neri, Priest St Augustine of 

Easter 	 de Mas, OSC 	 otions can be a 	Crucified received 	de 'Pazzi, OC, 	Bless, 0 Lord, the 	Canterbury, Bishop 
It seems to thesoul 	I must guard against 	cause of great pain, 	the grace of Trans- 	1566-1607 	sinking feeling of 	I cannot restrain my 

that the entire unive- 	being withdrawn 	for the flesh and 	verberation of the 	Sts Bede the 	those who suffer. 	joy, so great is my from this holy inte-  rse is a sea of love in 	nor silence... 

I Sixth Sunday of 	I God communicates 	Grace in the child is 	The Visitation 

which it is engulfed. 	
BI Elizabeth of the 	

against the spirit. 	 Gregory VII 	 happiness. 
St John of the Cross 	Trinity 	 St Teresa Margaret Redi 	 The Little Arab 

28 	29 	30 	31  

blood ever struggle 	Heart in 1868. 	Venerable and St 	St Teresa Benedicta 	peace and 

Easter 	I 	Himself to the soul 	like a hidden little 	On each feast of Our 
How Happy I am that 	with such genuine 	flame which must 	Lady I renew my 

	2000 God has created me 	love that no friend- 	be painstakingly 	consecration to this 
to call Him my 	ship is comparable 	tended and nursed. 	good Mother.  
God. 	 to it. 	 St Teresa Benedicta of 	B1 Elizabeth of the 

The Little Arab 	St John of the Cross 	the Cross 	 Trinity 



The Beatification 
of Fr Alfonso Maria Mazurek, OCD 

n June 13, 1999, at Warsaw, during his 
postolic journey to Poland, the Pope 

beatified 108 Polish martyrs of the sec-
ond world war, victims of Nazi persecution. In 
the group in which there are 3 bishops, 52 
diocesan priests, 26 religious priests, 8 religious 
brothers, 2 seminarians, 8 sisters and 9 lay peo-
ple are 2 Carmelites: Fr Hilary Januszewski, 
O.Carm, and Fr Aiphonsus Mary of the Holy 
Spirit (Mazurek), O.C.D. 

"Communicationes", happy to report this 
news, takes the opportunity to offer its readers 
some biographical notes and points of the spiri-
tuality of the new Blessed of the Teresian 
Carmel. 

Jozef Mazurek was born on March 1, 1891 at 
Baranowka, in the diocese of Lublin in Poland. 
In 1908 he received the Carmelite habit at Wad-
owice, and received the name of Aiphonsus 
Mary of the Holy Spirit, after attending the Mi-
nor Seminary of the Discalced Carmelites in that 
city where he had the opportunity to know St. 
Raphael Kalinowski. Finishing his philosophical 
and theological studies at Wadowice, and then 
Vienna, he was ordained a priest in the Austrian 
Capital on July 16, 1916. 

He was known for his organizing ability and 
esteemed as an educator of youth. Until 1930 he 
was prefect and professor at the Minor Seminary 
in Wadowice, for which he managed to obtain 
the rights of a private, and then state school 
with the final exams civilly recognized. He is 
held to be one of the most meritorious educa-
tors in the history of the seminary. 

In 1930 he was elected 
prior of the Czerna mona-
stery, an office he held until 
his death, except for the 
1936-1939 triennium, when 
he was bursar of the  

monastery. 	He 	••i 
dedicated all his 
physical and spin- 	. 	f tual energy to the 
community. He 
managed to revive 
the apostolic min-
istry of the monas- 
tery church, situat- 	Fr Al/hns Maria 
ed in a wood a 	Mazurek, OCD 
considerable dis- 
tance from the town. He organized devotions 
belonging to the Carmelite charism and was as-
siduous in directing the choir of the Secular Or-
der, of which he was a respected assistant both 
at Czema and nearby Slesia. 

As the second world war drew to a close in 
August 1944, the hostility of the Nazis towards 
the Discalced Carmelites in Czema notably in-
creased. On August 24th of that year the novice 
Brother Francesco Powiertowski was shot dur-
ing the community walk. Four days later, the 
Nazi military command entered the monastery 
forcing the friars to go to the village of Rudawa, 
more than 10 kilometers away, to dig war 
trenches. 

The Prior, Fr Alphonse Mary, was forcibly 
separated from the community. Made to get into 
a military car, he was brutally assaulted and tor-
tured by the Nazis, then thrown out onto the 
ground and shot in the village of Nawojowa Go-
ra near Rudawa. 

This occurred on August 28, 1944, vigil of 
the martyrdom of St. John the Baptist, to whom 

notus tEUt.Cflø er martuio jam 
rnn mutitur, more Mi ultra non 
ELtfltUt, 	 (Om. 6.) 
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he was particularly devoted. In his death throes, 
Fr Alphonse was again tortured by the militia. 
All the time he had clasped in his hand his 
rosary, which he grasped even after death, as 
those who found his body testified. 

His heroic end was the last testimony Fr 
Alphonsus gave to his fidelity to the grace of vo-
cation and his filial trust in the Queen and Moth-
er of Carmel: fidelity and trust, which he incul-
cated in his fellow friars, teaching them above 
all by his example. 

In 1945, a monument in the form of a cross 
was erected at the place of his death. It is in-
scribed "He triumphed with the victory of God". 
During 1980-1983 the church for the new parish 

NEW FORMATION 
TEXT BOOK MANUAL 

The 2-volume set (usually not sold separate-
ly) I Want to See God and JAm A Daughter 
of Church by Fr Marie-Eugene OCD, from 
Christian Classics, should be able to be or-
dered from most book shops. It is usually 
priced at $44.95. There may also be some 
discounts for quantity purchases. 

One of our Secular Order members, 
Sharon Riggins who has a book shop, is 
willing to make the 2-volume set available 
to us at a variable discount of: 

2-4 copies 10% 	$40.45 postage paid 
5-9 copies 15% 	$38.20 postage paid 

10-24 copies 20% 	$36.00 postage paid 
25-99 copies 25% 	$33.75 postage paid 

The Littlest Angel 
Sharon Riggins, OCDS 
921 E. Landis Ave. 
Vineland, NJ 08360 

Phone: 856-691-9588 
E-mail: Gbymf@aol.com  

You may also contact the publisher 
by a toll free call: 877-275-4725 

of Nawajowa Gora was constructed next to the 
monument. 

The fundamental traits of the spirituality of 
Fr Alphonsus emerge clearly from his spiritual 
notes, the first of which dates from June 1911, 
during the second year of his religious life: to 
live constantly in the presence of God, in faith-
fulness to the Order's constitutions, renewing 
every day morning and evening—his religious 
vows, to be glad even when despised, having as 
his only treasure Christ our Lord, and in all suf-
fering to seek refuge in Mary, most loved Moth-
er. 

The Canonization Cause of Fr Alphonsus 
Mary of the Holy Spirit was introduced by the 
Polish Episcopal Conference, along with the 
other martyrs of the second world war, on Janu-
ary 26, 1992, at Wrocek. 

The Crossroad Spiritual Legacy Series 
Making the Spirtuat Masters 
Accessible to Today's Reader 

JOHN OF THE CROSS 
Doctor of Light and Love 

St. John of the Cross JOHN Of 
is one of the greatest THE CROSS 
mystics of the West. Doctor of Light and Love 

He lived in the six-  
teenth century in 
Spain, was a monk, 
reformer, and best  
known for Dark 
Night of the Soul and 
his deep friendship 
with St. Teresa of Avi-
la. St. John is consid-
ered one of the most 
important poets of the Spanish language. 

This new addition to Crossroad's Spiritual Lega-
cy Series offers an accessible, fascinating intro-
duction to his life and work. 

Kieran Kavanaugh, O.C.D. is a Carmelite 
priest and lives in Washington, DC. 

$16.95 
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The Three Eastern Regions 
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Provincial Delegates 

i Fr Patrick Farrell, OCD 

• Fr Salvatore Sciurba, OCD 

• Fr Theodore N. Centala, OCD 

Presidents List 

Thank you for your patience is waiting for this list of the presidents. This list includes the elected presi-
dents, the appointed presidents, the acting presidents, the group leaders, etc. It seems to change a little 
each month. 

The 1999-2002 Presidents for New England, NewJersey and 
Eastern New York State 

PROV. DELEGATE I Fr Salvatore Sciurba OCD 166 Foster St Brighton MA 02135-3902 617-787-5056 
SECULAR DELEGATE 

CONNECTICUT 
STAMFORD I Nancy Stroh 60 Hillside Rd Woodbury CT 06798-4000 203-263-7586 

MASSACHUSETtS 
BRIGHTON I Julio DiScipio 180 Marlboro St Wollaston MA 02170-3412 617-479-3987 
DANvEI1S I Maureen Lapointe 43 Ledgewood Dr Danvers MA 01923-1128 978-777-2852 
DANvs TER I Loretta Gallagher 36Virginia Ln Newburyport MA 01950-3412 978-462-1057 
FAIaoum I Susan Muldoon 91 Comanche Dr Falmouth MA 02540-2809 978-548-4428 
Lown I Irene Larose 17 Blackberry Fields Rd Dracut MA 01826-2749 978-441-9697 
Roxauiw I Sally Cause 7Westley St #A Winchester MA 01890-2162 781-721-0749 
SPRINGFIELD I Matthew Bristow 55 Highwood Rd Farmington Cr 06032-1026 203-673-4260 
Tuu'rots FALIS I Constance Kreymas 608 River Rd Deerfield MA 01342-9757 413-773-8198 

ELLSWORTH I Donald Pushard P0 Box 151 Brewer ME 04421-0151 207-9894089 

NEWJERSEY 
BRIDGEFON I LouannWittman 78 HitchnerAve Bridgeton NJ 08302-4510 609-451-7676 
FLEMINGTON I Betty Dessino 718 Clinton Ave Kenilworth NJ 07033-1702 732-245-6387 
MoRRisTowN I Paul Devine 18 Oakwood Village #4 Flanders NJ 07836-9090 973-927-5135 
Pm AMBOY I Elizabeth Zilinski 462-D Hamilton St Somerset NJ 08873-2183 732-249-5068 
RNNHEoE I Mary Ann Richards 502 Charles Ave Barrington NJ 08007-1010 609-547-2680 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CONCORD I Mary Elliot Argue 55 Fairview Rd Pittsfield NH 03263-3817 603-435-6562 
MANCHESTER I Sharon Rivet 18 Memorial Dr Claremont NH 03743-2427 603-542-1298 

NEW YORK 
HUNflNGTON I Brenda Strand 1 Independence Ct#F Ridge NY 11961-2517 516-924-5118 
MALONE I JeanRizos 28 First St Malone NY 12953-1338 518-483-1162 
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MASSENA I Elma LaForce 14757 State Hwy 37 Massena NY 13662-3148 315-769-5632 
NEW YORK I Justine Darling 549W 123 St #14D NewYork NY 10027-5041 212-866-5107 
SARANAC LAKE I Barbara Marshall P0 Box 96 Rainbow Lake NY 129760096 518-327-3297 
SCHENECFADY I David Phelan 1097Alheiin Dr Schenectady NY 123034226 518-3554226 
UTICA I Donald Roller 139 E Dauenhauer St E Syracuse NY 13057-2655 315-656-9011 

RHODE ISLAND 
BARRINGTON I Bambi Simone 6 Briarfield Rd Barrington RI 02806-5014 401-247-0144 

VERMONT 
BMitt I Margene Fennell P0 Box 3534 Stowe VT 05672-3534 518-846-8762 

The 1999-2000  Presidents for the Middle Atlantic States 
PROV DELEGATE I FrTheodore Centala OCD 2131 Lincoln Rd NE Wash. DC 20002-1199 202-269-3792 
SECULAR DELEGATE I Marcia Carroll OCDS 10801 Ashfield Rd Adeiphi MD 20783-1002 301-937-6084 

WASHINGTON DC 
DC WASH. OLMC I JohnAntus 9417 BeauregardAve ManassasVA 20110-2503 703-368-2726 
DC WASHINGTON SJ I Connie Maas 8779 Contee Rd #202 laurel MD 20708-1937 301-864-5974 

MARYLAND 
BALTIMORE I Mary Zimmerer 321Worton Rd Baltimore MD 21221-3026 410-687-0219 
CHESTERTOWN I Bernardette Stenger 201 N Queen St Chestertown MD 21620-1627 401-778-0557 
PT TOBACCO I Fred McGuire 836 CopleyAve Waldorf MD 20602-2801 301-645-2052 
FREDERICK I Carmelle Machi 8546 Indian Spgs Rd Frederick MA 21702-2326 301-663-1785 
SALISBURY I Leroy Freisen 2955 Tylerton Tylerton MD 21866-9999 410-425-3541 
TOWSON I Deborah Ventre 138 Riverthorn Rd Towson MD 21220-4819 410-686-2132 

NORTH CAROLINA 
CHARLOTTE I Frances St. Germain 5028 Wedgewood Dr Charlotte NC 28210-2913 704-527-6436 
RALEIGH I Linda Dominguez 108 Countryside Ln Cary NC 27511-9712 919-851-3246 

NEW YORK 
ALMOND I Frank Pasquale 5771 Feathers Ck Rd Belmont NY 14813-9756 716-268-7720 
BuffALo I Cynthia Goetz 4834 Ledge Ln Buffalo NY 14221-4102 716-626-0984 
EU.(IRA I Anne Marie Detrick 1107 Sexton Hollow Painted Post NY 14870-9420 607-962-7578 
ENDWELL I Dorothy Forbes 144 Clute Hill Rd Richuord NY 13835-2025 607-849-6090 

PENNSYLVANIA 
ELYSBURG I Kay Ellen Kuchinsky 127A St Gerardville PA 17935-1308 717-875-1173 
ERIE I Eileen Dreisbach 354W 9th St Erie PA 16502-1427 814-455-3489 
HARRISBURG I Teri Bright 640 Fieldcrest Rd Lancaster PA 17601-3508 717-569-6330 
LATROBE I Joan Krepansky 1070 Terrace Dr Latrobe PA 15650-2629 724-5374353 
Loirro I LorettaTay 85 Birch Ave Johnstown PA 15906-2403 814-539-7868 
PHILADELPHIA I Patricia Keegan 501 Warwick Rd Haddonfield NJ 08033-3831 609-428-3810 

OHIO 
CINCINNATI I Richard Dumont 1493 Beechgrove Dr Cincinnati OH 45233-4902 513-922-1828 
CLEVELAND I Maureen Cannon 719 Poplar St Wooster OH 44691-2874 216-264-7536 
COLUMBUS I Janet Baird 4374 Ingham Ave Columbus OH 43214-2751 614-262-2533 
ToLEDo I Kenneth Krasniewski 5631 304th St Toledo OH 43611-2372 419-729-5728 

WISCONSIN 
GREEN BAY I Vivian Obey 838 School P1 Green Bay WI 54303-1657 920-432-7762 
HUBERTUS I Mary Jean Mulligan 814 Dublin Rd Hartford WI 53027-9765 252-670-0661 
JANEsvIua I Violet Schuster 1335 Sharon St Janesville WI 53545-4931 608-757-0105 
Kossum I Gail Gajdostik 2357 Valley Dr Manitowoc WI 54220-9374 920684-0973 
MANnowoc I Monica Geiger l26 Beach St BrillonWI54llO-1413 920-847704 
MILWAUKEE I Irma Lonski 7222 EnfieldAve GreendaleWl 53129-1732 414-421-2214 

FORMATION DIRECTORS OF THE ISOLATED MEMBERS 
NE ISOLATED I Susan Muldoon 91 Comanche Dr Falmouth MA 02540-2809 978-5484428 
MID ATLANTIC ISOLATED I Virginia Chromczak 409 Northern Rd Utica NY 13502-1724 315-735-3887 
Sotrntsr ISOLATED I Sandra Malkovsky 7134 Eastridge Rd Apex NC 27502-6822 919-772-2067 
MIDWEST ISOLATED I Ruby Alexander 10451 S King Dr Chicago IL 60628-2803 773-928-2580 

Washington Province of the Discalced Carmelite Friars, and five other 
Provinces for Secular Order contacts. 
PROV SUPERIOR I Very RevJude Peters OCD 1233 S45th St MilwaukeeWl 53214-3693 414-672-7212 
DC WASHINGTON I Kieran Kavanaugh 2131 Lincoln Rd NE Washington DC 20002-1151 202-832-6622 
CHICAGO I Marc Foley 5345 S UniversityAve Chicago IL 60615-5105 773-752-6943 
BRIGHTON I Anthony Haglof 166 Foster St Brighton MA 02135-3902 617-787-5056 
NAIROBI KENYA I Lucky Larry Daniels P0 Box 24109 Nairobi, Kenya, EastAfrica 011-254-289-0487 
HOLY HILL I Cyril Guise 1525 Carmel Rd HubertusWl 053033-9407 414-628-2838 
MILwAuKEE I William Healy 1233 S45th St Milwaukee WI 53214-3693 415-383-3566 
HINTON I Bonaventure Lussier P0 Box 429 Hinton WV 25951-0429 304466-4782 

OKLAHOMA PROVINCE I Pat Darby 4600W Davis St DallasTX 75211-3498 214-331-6224 
CALIFORNIA PROVINCE I Penny Brown 16049 Arbela Dr Whittier CA 90603-1102 562-947-7210 
CRACOW PROVINCE I Carmelite Friars 1628 Ridge Rd Munster IN 46321-1919 219-838-7111 
WARSAW PROVINCE I Carmelite Friars Star RT Box 70 Korona FL 32110-9708 904437-2910 
CARRIBEAN PROVINCE I Discalced Carmelite Friars 18330 NW 12th Ave Miami FL 33169-4297 305-654-9760 
CASA GENERALIZIA I Secular Order Office Corse d'Italia, 38 00198 Rome Italy 011- 



VIRGIN ISLANDS 
ST CROIX I Barbara O'Dea Box 1920 St Croix VI 0085 1-1920 809-778-0933 

ILLINOIS 
CHIcAGo I Agatha Lachcik 134 E 117th P1 Chicago IL 60628-5625 773-928-5526 
Des Piis I Barbara Bechtel 25127 N Virginia Ave like Zurich IL 60047-8961 708-540-6345 
LEMONT I Theresa Van Cleave 14353 S Provencal Dr Lockport IL 60441-7560 708-301-9542 
MOLINE I Joseph Celsi 24 Oakbrook P1 Bettendorf IA 52722-3004 319-359-5122 
ROCKFORD I Joyce Antczak 5409Yellowstone Dr Rockford IL 61109-3871 815-874-4223 

INDIANA 
INDIANAPOLIs I Rita Schoentrup 729 N Anderson St Greensburg IN 47240-1412 812-663-3749 
MARION I Patricia Pogue 817S Main St Fairmount IN 46928- 1937 765-948-5805 
TERRE FIALTrE I Beth Reed 724WWashington St Sullivan IN 47882-7183 812-268-5161 

KENTUCKY 
Lou ISvuLE CS I Pearl Leist 4030 Busath Ave Louisville KY 402 18-3473 502458-7934 
Louisviva HS I Dorothy Dearing 176 Peachtree Rd Versailles KY 40383-9117 502- 459-4195 
OWENSBORO I Doug Blandford 1 Hill Dr St Meinrad IN 47577-1002 812-353-6321 

MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR I Rev Edward Fride 2630 N Earhart P1 Ann Arbor Ml 48105 313-6654609 
CROSWELL I Mary Shavinski 1008 Sand Rd Port Austin MI 48467-9752 810-765-4743 
DPTI10IT AssuM I Mary Ann Carlson 5350 GreenviewAve Clarkston MI 48348-37 17 248-394-0335 
Derllorr I Mary Strahorn 12676 Grayfield St Detroit MI 48232-3070 313-532-8326 
FLINT I Marchell Weld 9122 Cole Rd Durand MI 48429-9429 517-288-3260 
GrIArD RAPIDS I Carolyn Fitzgerald 85 Betsie River St SW Grand Rapids MI 49548-722 1 616281-6135 
IRON MOUNTAIN I Albin Urbanski N3016 Kushman Ln PeshtigoWl 54157-9436 715-582-0326 
LUDINGTON I Sr KashiaAmante 4145 NJebavy Dr Ludington MI 49431-8631 616-843-4249 
MT CLEMENS I Edward Musial 32542 Parker Cir Warren MI 48093-1558 810-294-5261 
SAINT JOSEPH I Dena Blay-Stroba 4644 Cleveland Ave Stevensville Ml 49127-95 10 616-429-8114 
SPRING LAKE I Evelyn Kozminski 17046 Lloyds Bayou Dr #401 Spring Lake MI 49456-9271 616-846-5913 
TRAVERSE Crry I Shirley Goodrich 241 Boughey St Traverse City MI 49684-4139 616-941-1554 

MINNESOTA 
EN THEO I Virgil Burns 2127 MarshallAve Saint Paul MN 55104-5757 612-645-4455 
RosEvuiE I Beth Scherber 121 WashingtonAve 5 #506 Minneapolis MN 55401-2125 612-332-8156 
ST PAUL IHM I Kathleen Seitz 386 N ClevelandAve Saint Paul MN 55145111 651-645-2619 
Sr PAUL MD I James Farrell 2361 StiilwaterAve Maplewood MN 55119-3621 612-730-7415 
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How To Read I Want to See God 
How to Approach a Great Text by Father Marie-Eugene of the Child Jesus, OCD 

Raymonde Regue, Editor 

INTRODUCTION 

Therese Remy 

Q
n the occasion of the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the publication of I Want to See 
God, the major work of Fr Marie Eu- 

gene of the Child Jesus, Discalced Carmelite, it 
seemed opportune to propose to all a kind of 
"reading guide." Frankly, the voluminous as-
pect of the book and the density of its theolog-
ical and spiritual content could give the impres-
sion that it is reserved to an elite. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. I Want to See God is 
not a purely speculative book; it is the fruit of 
the experience of an encounter with the living 
God. Its purpose is to enlighten and nourish the 
christian experience in its twofold aspect of 
prayer and action. Published by the members of 
the Institute of Notre Dame de Vie, this guide 
will especially help readers appropriate this 
rich teaching. 

Two short studies place the work both in its 
historical context and in its rapport with today's 
reader. Then various contributions bring to the 
fore the I Want to See God, such as: the Word of 
God, Prayer, Christ, Spiritual Growth, the Pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit, action done under the 
influence of this Spirit and divine love poured 
forth and communicated. The last chapter enti-
tled "Structure and Movement" sums up the 
whole of Father Marie-Eugene's thought. Final-
ly, one of his unpublished homilies brings us in-
to God's God: that all be saints! 

I Want to See God, one of the major books 
of our times is in keeping with the great intu-
itions of the Second Vatican Council. This is a 
book of life! May this little reading guide enable 

us to taste its flavor. 

I WANT TO SEE GOD 
1949-1999 

A book can come forth from solitary medi-
tation, from bitter controversy or from a ques-
tion seeking a response. Nothing of the kind for 

I Want to See God, Fr Marie-Eugene's most im-
portant work. He wrote it in its entirety and we 
recall this year the fiftieth anniversary of its pub-

lication. 
I Want to See God, is this one title among 

others? No, it was the fruit of a two fold en-
counter: 

• An encounter with God revealing to the 
young Carmelite from Avon, then Lille, 
the gratuity of a Love that attracts confi-
dent poverty, of a strong and luminous 
Love that desires to give itself, carrying 
away and purifying everything in its path. 

• An encounter of men and women seek-
ing a light capable of enlightening their 
steps toward the Infinite One who is 
drawing them, without yet revealing to 
each one his Name and its demands. 

During the years 1920-1930, the end of the 
First World War created expectations after the 
whirlwind of the years of folly. In 1925 there 
was the canonization of the beloved of the sur-
vivors of that war, little sister Thérèse of the 
Child Jesus, and the discovery of her way of 
confidence and abandonment. There was also 
the Proclamation of the doctorate of Saint John 

of the Cross in 1926 and the renewal of interest 
in the ways of mysticism after a century of dry 
rationalism. Social confrontations, missionary 
awareness, the formation of Catholic action: all 
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pointed to a spiritual awakening. This eagerness 
was expressed in contradictory fashion and it 
sought experienced guides. Several decades lat-
er, in a familiar exchange, Father Marie-Eugene 
summarized the experience of those years: 

this love of God wants to expand itself and 
seeks souls in every milieu to call them to 
intimacy with himself, to reveal to them the 
secrets of his heart . . . not only in the 
world of monasteries, but in neighbor-
hoods, boulevards, wherever there are 
souls God calls to his divine intimacy. 1 

A Little History 

In the preface of the first edition of I Want 
to See God, Fr Marie-Eugene himself recalled the 
circumstances that led him to give conferences 
on Carmelite prayer, the expectations that moti-
vated this request and the fruits of these en-
counters from which came I Want 
to See God. It would be presumptu-
ous to want to do better! Nonethe-
less, since the circumstances are 
such that I knew most of Fr Marie-
Eugene's first participants, I would 
simply like to present some testi-
monies from these early days. 

Appointed prior of Petit Casto-
let, a monastery in the south of 
France near the cosmopolitan me-
tropolis of Marseilles, Fr Marie-Eu-
gene found himself sought after in 
1929 by a group of people coming 
from quite diverse intellectual and 
social milieux. A single interest uni-
fied this audience: the desire for 
God, the desire to know the ways 
leading to him. Fr Marie-Eugene ac-
cepted the invitation and came reg-
ularly to Marseilles to meet with the 
little group, not so much to propose Carmelite 
spirituality in itself but to respond to the ques-
tions that sustained a groping search, to bring to 
light the experience of the saints of Carmel, 

making use especially of the warm, concrete 
teaching of its holy mother, Teresa of Avila. 

The little group of listeners was demanding. 
Some taught at the neighboring university, oth-
ers taught at preparatory schools; these en-
counters took place in their generously opened 
homes. After the presentations, Fr Marie-Eu-
gene solicited the questions of the audience 
and patiently responded to them, thus making 
more precise, thanks to the dialogue, the in-
struction he had given, the universality of 
which he sensed. Then came the time for silent 
prayer. Fr Marie-Eugene insisted on this time 
for prayer which permitted the participants the 
opportunity to practice what they had just been 
taught. Sometimes a meal taken in common 
prolonged the evening which often ended quite 
late! He had yet to catch the last train for Taras-
con, get into the old car driven by Brother An-
toine or take the little path along the railroad 
and cover on foot the three kilometers that sep-

arated the station from the 
monastery. 

Fr Marie-Eugene realized early 
on the importance of committing to 
writing this living teaching in order 
to make it more accessible to a 
greater number; he had seen his 
hearers, from whatever milieu, de-
sire to receive not only practical ad-
vice to come closer to God but also 
to understand its relevance, to dis-
cover the spiritual path in its entire-
ty. To respond to this need, he 
chose to give in the form of a clear, 
ordered presentation the spiritual 
experience of the saints of Carmel 
just as they themselves had written 
it. Fr Marie-Eugene relied filially on 
their writings and quoted them 
abundantly for he knew from expe-
rience that nothing replaces direct 

contact with the text of a master, a text that re-
veals to whosoever receives it in respect and 
faith the life that it brings forth and in which one 
may participate. 
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I Want to See God originated from these en-
counters in Marseilles, then beginning in 1932, 
from those that would follow at Notre Dame de 
Vie, a shrine dedicated to the Virgin Mary, gener-
ously offered to welcome there the few members 
of the group who would constitute the initial nu-
cleus of the secular institute of Notre Dame de 
Vie. Fr Marie-Eugene would continue his teach-
ing there, drawing from the living, concrete 
knowledge of the saints of Carmel, removing 
himself as much as possible to let them speak for 
themselves, but sharing as well, through his com-
mentaries and without willing it, his own particu-
lar spiritual experience. 

His teaching was given in quite diverse mi-
lieux: monasteries as well as conference rooms, 
addressing both religious and laity, in Europe as 
in other parts of the world, receiving every-
where the same welcome. 

I Want to See God is the fruit of these hours 
of grace spent listening to a word that is God-
giving and opens us up to his mystery. 

All the testimonies are unanimous on this 
point: brought about by a twofold encounter, 
that with God and that with eager contempo-
raries, this work was born from Life, gives Life 
and the desire to share this Life. 

Some Testimonies 
The story of a book is also the story of the 

paths it cleared in the depths of our conscious-
ness to open us to the truth and lead us to inti-
macy with God. 

Having lived in the south of France from 
1946 to 1964, working in Marseilles, I was able 
to meet the majority of the participants in the 
first encounters. Later in Quebec, I met many 
people who heard Fr Marie-Eugene give in 
Nicolet (Canada) the same teachings and an-
swer the same questions with the same vigor, 
the same clarity. No matter who they were, 
everyone retained a luminous recollection of 
these encounters, happy to find in a book, 
within hand's reach, the substance of a teaching 
that continued to transform their lives, or, if 
they did not know Fr Marie-Eugene, discover- 

ing in this work an attentive presence, a living 
counselor. 

For example, Jacques Paliard, professor at 
Aix-en-Provence, successor of Maurice Blondel 
to the chair of philosophy, one of the most faith-
ful participants in this course on prayer, found 
in the chapter on "Divine Enrichment" (p. 681) 
some time before his untimely death sentences 
that he read to me out loud: 

The love infused by God in the substance of 
the soul conquers and penetrates it progressive-
ly ( ... ) The substance of the soul remains sim-
ple but there is, however, a progress of the con-
quering love and it is this progress that is 
experienced as a deepening. 

These thoughts would serve as a theme for 
his last course and as the title of his posthumous 
book: Depths of the Soul, his intellectual and 
spiritual testament. 

Aime Forest, also professor of philosophy at 
the University of Montpellier, found in I Want to 
See God a confirmation of her own research and 
wrote to Fr Marie-Eugene at the time of the pub-
lication of the book: 

Contemporary metaphysics is also very at-
tentive to the lessons of mysticism. It seems to 
me that it can only achieve its task by this aid 
and this lesson. Mysticism shows it, better than 
any other experience, the depth of the realism 
that is the very life of the spirit. 

These lines have been written today for this 
woman who was overwhelmed with family 
cares and comforted by the reading of a passage 
on the presence of Mary in the midst of the 
night (p. 894). 

There was also the testimony of a Trappis-
tine nun who acknowledged having found in 
the reading of the chapter on faith (P. 455) and 
of the passage on the importance of anagogic 
acts (P. 584), the light and the spiritual strength 
she needed to follow until her very advanced 
age the way God had revealed to her at the age 
of eighteen a way she had lost hope of follow-
ing until the end. 

There was a young novice mistress, tempted 
by discouragement before the demands of her 
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responsibility who discovered the way of spiri-
tual childhood and the value of hope and 
poverty when she heard Fr Marie-Eugene give 
his conferences in Nicolet (Quebec). 

There was also this young man dealing with 
burdensome professional responsibilities who 
understood the meaning of his trials by reading 
some pages treating the purifications of ordinary 
life (p. 818). 

Fr Marie-Eugene's desire to instruct every-
one everywhere in the ways of God seems to 
have been indeed realized. 

I Want to See God comes from life, awakens 
life and touches everyone in the depths of one's 
being; the written conferences retain the authen-
ticity of the lived experience, the freshness of a 
conversation in which each one is found con-
fronted by a word that enlightens the most secret 
recesses of one's conscience. Cod speaks to the 
heart of men and women by using the voice of 
those who are his and whom he inspires. As did 
the participants of yesterday, so do the readers of 
today experience this. Herein lies the convincing 
power of I Want to See God. 

The Genesis of the publications 

The first part of the conferences given in 
Marseilles, then at Notre Dame de Vie, were 
published in autumn of 1949 under the title I 
Want to See God. The second part soon followed 
in March 1951, under the title Jam a Daughter of 
the Church. When you consider the detailed 
work that the publication of a text requires and 
when you realize that between 1948 and 1951 Fr 
Marie-Eugene, appointed by Pope Pius XII, as-
sumed the responsibility of Apostolic Vicar to 
the Carmelite nuns, one is astonished by the ex- 

tent of the work accomplished and which can 
only be explained by the strength given by the 
acting presence of the Holy Spirit. In 1957, the 
two books, I Want to See God and Jam a Daugh-
ter of the Church, were compiled into one and 
would be published, after some hesitation, un-
der one title: I Want to See God. But, make no 
mistake about it, for Fr Marie-Eugene the two 
parts are inseparable for they convey the twofold 
aspiration of Teresa of Avila's soul. If the first 
part, I Want to See God, gives the essential aspi-
ration of her soul and the key to her way, the 
second, lam a Daughter of the Church express-
es the fullness of her love, the characteristic 
mark of the vocation she left to her disciples. 
These two exclamations summarize all Teresian 
spirituality. The cry of the child who, in order to 
see God, knows that he must die, joins with the 
cry of the Holy Mother at the end of her life, of-
fering filially all her strength for the church. 

The entire story of I Want to See God is 
found included in these two movements: the 
work begins with the description of the "Interi-
or Castle" and the presence of God who resides 
therein and ends with the evocation of the saint 
in the whole Christ. The entire life of the chris-
tian, of the baptized, follows the rhythm of this 
twofold aspiration which Jesus himself gave as 
a command to his disciples; You shall love the 
Lord your God with your whole heart, with 
your whole soul, with your whole mind and 
your neighbor as yourself. Here Contemplation 
and Action are closely united. At the dawn of 
the twenty first century, during this fiftieth an-
niversary, I Want to See God will continue to 
play its part, according to its own grace, in the 
work of evangelization. • 
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The Word of God 
Marielle Germain 

There is no work that can, to the same de-
gree, enlighten us about God and Christ, 
provide more substantial nourishment for 

our meditation, enhance living contact with Je-
sus and create intimacy with him, than Sacred 
Scripture. (P. 206) 

This affirmation of Fr Marie-Eugene is found 
in the chapter entitled "Spiritual Readings." It in-
dicates the primordial place that the Word of 
God holds in the thinking of the author as well 
as his orientation toward Christ as the center of 
Scripture. We continue to read: 

In it we especially seek Christ Jesus, begin-
ning with the moment when his redemptive me-
diation is announced after the fall of our first 
parents until the moment when he consum-
mates with his apostles his mission as the Word 
who reveals divine Truth (p. 206). 

Therefore this treatise of spiritual theology 
is completely impregnated with Scripture, espe-
cially the Gospel. The work contains a scriptur-
al index (p. 1127-1131, ed. 1998) which pro-
vides a good working tool. However, the 
reading method for the texts and their presence 
in the work call for some explanation. 

The Gospel 
An attentive examination enables us to note 

that in the more than 160 textual quotations list-
ed in the index, we find more than 100 rather 
considerable gospel scenes throughout the giv-
en teaching. This recourse to the gospel is gen-
erally presented in two great directions. 

Fr Marie-Eugene focuses on Jesus as the 
model par excellence of Christian existence 
since holiness consists in being perfectly identi-
fied with him: Transforming union ends in iden-
tification with Christ Jesus who is its expression 
and its most perfect work. "I am the vine, you 
are the branches" (in 15:5). 

I Want to See God contains, disseminated 
throughout the entire work, a series of 
"tableaux-syntheses" of the earthly life of Jesus, 
whose luminous example profoundly enlightens 
the reality of the spiritual life, taught at this pre-
cise point. Here are the principle places: prayer 
(p. 170), the need of silence (P. 367), the attrac-
tion of the desert (p. 389), the design of God (p. 
658), the divine choice (p. 886), under the ac-
tion of love (p. 1030), to live by love (p. 1052), 
and the formation of apostles (P. 1057). 

These tableaux include a twofold evangeli-
cal richness: a knowledge of Jesus anchored in 
a long meditative reading of the gospel, and a 
contemplative gaze which Fr Marie-Eugene him-
self describes and teaches in the chapter on 
"Contemplation". Every Christian whose faith is 
animated by love can thus contemplate a dog-
matic truth or an evangelical scene (p. 407). 

The gospel scene contemplated in this place 
is that of Jesus at Gethsemani and this is not by 
chance. Repeatedly in I Want to See God the 
painful victory of the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world (Jn 1:29) explains, 
sustains and illumines the dark journey through 
the purifications. Throughout the "the night of 
the spirit," the drama is set by Fr Marie-Eugene 
in this christological light. To enlighten the hor-
ror of it and explain its richness, we must com-
pare it with the drama of Gethsemani which it 
extends (p. 762). But from the first stages, the 
beginner had been invited to become aware of 
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the seriousness of the spiritual combat and of its 
stakes, beginning with the living, painful specta-
cle of the agony of Jesus (p. 149). The gospel is 
there like a book open to the gaze of loving 
faith: we look and by this look light enters, pro-
found and living in our intelligence (p. 408) 

On the other hand, the gospel teaches basic 
spiritual attitudes required by Jesus for those 
who want to follow him. Fr Marie-Eugene who 
presents the spiritual journey according to the 
Carmelite tradition (Teresa of Avila and John of 
the Cross) continually roots this spiritual peda-
gogy in the gospel. We quote: faith (the woman 
with the flow of blood), spiritual growth (the 
seed/leaven), the gift of self (Jesus from the crib 
to the cross) and Mary at the Annunciation, and 
hope (Nicodemus). The majority of these texts 
are found in the beginning of the chapter and 
project on the totality the light of the gospel. 
Two examples will illustrate this approach in I 
Want to see God. The chapter on "Teresian as-
ceticism" (p. 80-93) which proclaims the call of 
the Spanish masters to the absolute, raises this 
objection understood by Fr Marie-Eugene: But is 
this not the exaggeration of the valiant who 
want to make a law of heroism, thereby proud-
ly isolating themselves somewhat from the 
crowd? And his reply: to judge this, let us con-
sult the gospel (p. 84). The light of the word of 
Jesus is indispensable here. "The kingdom of 
God is subject to violence and the violent are 
taking it by storm" (Mt 11:12). It was Thérèse of 
the Child Jesus who then taught our twentieth 
century, tempted to deify reason, that the vio-
lence that the gospel calls for us must be re-
served for pride under all its forms (p. 91). Thus 
the gospel presents the foundation on which 
Carmelite spirituality informs the modes of real-
ization proper to each time period. 

Likewise, in the chapter "Spiritual Betrothal 
and Marriage," (p. 938-988) lofty sanctity and its 
most spectacular manifestations are placed in 
the logic of the gospel: With joyful surprise, 
wrote Fr Marie-Eugene, we discover in their 
lived teaching the perfect realization of the lofti-
est and simplest gospel affirmations on the  

kingdom of God (p. 939). Has not Jesus prom-
ised: He who loves me will be loved by my Fa-
ther and I too will love him and will reveal my-
self to him . . . If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my commandments, my Father will love him 
and we will dwell in him" (Jn 14: 21, 23). 
Gospel reading in I Want to See God makes 
more accessible to the often misled reader of to-
day the symbolic language of the mystical doc-
tors. Conversely, this evangelical deciphering 
has the advantage of revealing the full signifi-
cance of Jesus' words: all the baptized can then 
read them as a call to lofty sanctity. The first di-
rective given to the beginner is: study Christ in 
the gospel and be attached to his humanity (cf. 
synoptic tableau, at the beginning of the work). 

Saint Paul 
The knowledge of Christ from which Paul 

draws his incomparable knowledge of the 
"whole Christ" fascinated Fr Marie-Eugene (p. 
206). In Christo Jesu: such is Saint Paul's key 
idea; it is the essence of Christianity (p. 77). 
Thus the apostle Paul is by far, according to the 
Index of the names of persons, with the excep-
tion of Jesus and Mary, the most named scrip-
tural character in I Want to See God. The scrip-
tural Index mentions about 190 explicit 
references (including the Letter to the Hebrews) 
to Saint Paul's letters. 

The chapter on "The Mystery of the Church" 
(p. 653-670) includes only 19 quotations from 
him. It is a contemplative reading of the pauline 
text, completely rooted in the "thought of God" 
and its realization in the world, by the power of 
the wisdom of love. Thus such is indeed the ul-
timate aim of I Want to See God, namely, to 
teach everyone how to give himself over to 
grace to serve the church "in the whole Christ" 
(the title of the last chapter, a notion founded on 
Saint Paul, especially in Ephesians 1-4). 

Along the same lines, the letter to the Ro-
mans provides Fr Marie-Eugene with the key 
verse of Christian existence: "Those moved by 
the Spirit of God are the very children of God" 
(Rm 8:14). This text is the most often quoted 
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verse of Scripture in I Want to See God. Obvi-
ously, the comparison is to be made with the di-
alogue between Jesus and Nicodemus on re-
birth in the Spirit On 3: 1-20, particularly 6-8: 
the epigraph of the chapter on the "conduct of 
the soul" the first three pages of which are a 
commentary on the Johannine episode). Pages 
842-843 must be read where the two texts are 
quoted in the light of spiritual childhood. 

We may conclude that the profound person-
al experience of the Person and the power of 
the Holy Spirit, given to Fr Marie-Eugene, find 
its most adequate expression, on one hand in 
the formulations of Saint Paul, and on the other 
hand, in the treatise of the "Living Flame." 
Marie-Eugene read these 
texts in their full signifi-
cance with his habitual 
spiritual realism, and 
supports with the re-
vealed text his certitude 
about the dominant 
presence of the Holy 
Spirit and His reign in 
the soul (p. 1013). The 
subtitle of a passage de-
scribes realized holiness 
and ends with the quotation of Romans 8:14. 
The characteristic texts of Saint Paul on the Holy 
Spirit thus take their prominent place (Rm 5:5 & 
8:15; 1 Cor 3:16). 

The Old Testament 

The texts of the Old Testament listed in the 
Index are presented in I Want to See God in 
great part through the means of quotations from 
Saint John of the Cross (particularly the book of 
psalms). Two great lines proper to Fr Marie-Eu-
gene nonetheless draw our attention. 

The theme of the "wisdom of love" merits in 
itself a study in I Want to See God. From the sole 
point of view of the word of God, the chapter 
that bears the title ("the wisdom of love," p.  293) 
is entirely organized—it is the only one in the 
work around biblical texts (Proverbs 8, Wisdom 
6-10, Baruch 3-4) which have magnificently ex- 

alted the wisdom of God. Thus this chapter 
forms an entrance way into the third part; the 
rest of the work will unfold the sanctifying ac-
tion of wisdom which then becomes more and 
more predominant (see in the analytic table the 
word "wisdom," p.  1114). To give oneself over 
to it, one must know it, such as it has revealed 
itself; because it is the same throughout the 
ages, wrote Fr Marie-Eugene, with what joy we 
find, very fortunately explained in these magnif-
icent descriptions, what our christian and spiri-
tual experience teaches us about this mysterious 
wisdom (p. 297). 

Furthermore, the modes of acting, the "ways" 
of God as Fr Marie-Eugene said, can be discov-

ered in the dealings be-
tween God and his 
prophets. In this regard, 
the texts of Exodus, of 
Deuteronomy, of the first 
book of Kings, which re-
count the deeds of Moses 
and Elijah are frequently 
(even more so than the 
index indicates) required 
as touchstones in I Want 
to See God. The contem-

plative experience of the great seers of the Old 
Testament teaches the importance of silence, of 
the desert and solitude, but also humility, obedi-
ence to the Spirit and total commitment to the 
mission entrusted by God. Far from being an ac-
ademic exercise on style, this recourse to the 
great figures of the first covenant are invitations 
to create with them the same living relationship 
in order to receive from them great lessons of 
theological insight. 

Fr Marie Eugene's God is attested to by sev-
eral sources. In I Want to See God it is not at first 
translated in terms of the number of references 
or of specialized exegesis. Rather it has continu-
ally impregnated the teaching in the line of the 
directive given by him, with regard to all the 
other books that must lead us to the inspired 
text itself. It alone gives the very word of God. It 
alone is divine and inexhaustible. U 
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Nairobi 

Discalced Carmelite Friars 
Nairobi Kenya, East Africa 

February 11, 2000 

This afternoon our Carmelite Friars celebrat-
ed a very special Mass. Br. Louis-Marie Lu-
tomantima Nzengele (D.R. Congo) made his 
solemn profession as a Discalced Carmelite here 
in our chapel. Fr Daniel Taillieu, Louis' Dele-
gate-Provincial, accepted his vows. They were 
offered in French and Lingala. This was our first 
celebration of solemn vows in Nairobi. 

The ceremony began with a beautiful litur-
gical dance, singing, drumming, keyboard, 
Nigerian Pot, gongs, and, yes, kiambas. It was 
very festive and lively but not hurried. The 

Carmelite Missionary Sisters and the Teresian 
Carmelite Missionary Sisters and our Carmelite 
postulants were the dancers, dressed in the col-
orful Kenyan kangas (wraps). 

The 'Gloria' was sung in Lingala and we 
used the Congolese Rite. The presider with in-
cense lead the dancers around the altar. . . What 
a beautiful hymn of glory. 

Then, since it's customary for parents to 
present their son to the Superior, Margaret 
Kuria, acting as his 'Mother' offered Fr Daniel a 
beautiful cock for accepting her 'son' as a 
Carmelite. Fr Jerry Fitzpatrick was the preacher 
for this solemn occasion. 

The Litany of the Saints, which is usually 
quite long with the many names of the saints, 
was sung in Lingala. The melody was so rhyth-
mic that we danced the litany. Now it was quite 
short. The people all participated with joyful 
smiles and clapping and singing. In this joyful 
mood Br. Louis-Marie offered his vows to God 
as a Discalced Carmelite Friar for the rest of his 
life. We also had some clergy visitors for this 
special occasion. 

With hearts full of a good two hours of grat-
itude, we thanked God for Brother Louis-Marie's 
vocation to Carmel. We also ask our readers to 
continue to pray for vocations to Carmel: Secu-
lar Order, religious and clergy. The fields are 
ready for the harvest. Lord, send laborers into 
your harvest. Amen. U 

Lucky Larry of Nairobi 

Overview of the Spirituality of Little Saint Thérêse 
Overview of the 6piritualit8 of 

Little Saint Thérèse is available in both an audio tape series, and a video tape series. This se- 
r.7heodoreCcnta1a,OC'D ries was recorded at a 5-day retreat. It contains 8 conferences and 4 hom- 

ilies on the spirituality of Little Thérèse. A detailed outline of the series for 
group  discussion is included with both sets of tapes. 

CQ) 
The 6 audio tape set in an attractive album, including shipping & han- 

dling, is $36.00. The 3 video tape set, including shipping & handling, is 
$43.00. 

Our 	thr's 	1l Communications To order contact: 	Our Father's Will Communications, 
20 1B. 284 	 _24C - 27950-0294 

k(2S2926.2;2)429-9376 P0 Box 284, Knotts Island NC, 27950-0284. 
Or call 252-429-9266, or fax 	252-429-9376 
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OCDS JUBILEE CONGRESS 2000 
Eastern Regional Congress 
Eucharist, Mary and the Interior Life 

PARTICIPANTS: 
Bishop Carl Mengeilng Lansing, MI 
Mary and Eucharistic Adoration 
Fr Aloysius Deeney OCD Rome 
Carmel and the Secular Order Identity 
Fr Thomas Dubay, SM Washington, DC 
The Universal Call to Contemplation 

(4 part series) 

Fr William Healy, OCD Milwaukee, WI 
Vatican Documents Supporting 
The Secular Mission 
Fr Patrick Farrell, OCD Holy Hill, WI 
The Levels of Prayer & the illuminative Stage 
Fr Theodore Centala, OCD Washington, DC 
The Universal Call to Holiness: What is it? 
Fr Michael Buckley, OCD California 
The Christian Jubilee and its Biblical Roots 
Fr John Michael Payne, OCD Oklahoma 
The Joy of Carmel 
Fr Paul Fohlln, OCD Holy Hill, WI 
Spirituality of the Icon of Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel 
Rev. Br Don Brick, OCD Holy Hill, WI 
Mary and Seraphic Love: 
When God Asks the Impossible! 
Fr Jeffrey Robideau Lansing, MI 
Drawing Closer to God—Custody of the Eyes 
Dr. use Kerremans, MD, OCDS Belgium 
Mary in the Life of Edith Stein 
Elda Maria Estrada, OCDS Texas 
Prayer: Teresa ofJesus' Way to Union With 
God 
Ilona Sorensen, OCDS Minnesota 
Carmel and the Internet—an international pan-
el discussion on our Carmel's secular presence in 
the new millennium 

GUADALAJARA CONGRESS 
THE INTERNATIONAL OCDS CONGRESS will be held in 
Guadalajara, Mexico from August 31-September 7, 2000. 
An international Congress is held at least once every six 
years. The last conference was held in 1996 in Rome. 

Each Province, Semi-Province, General Delegation and Re-
gionalVicariate may send two (2) Secular Order members, 
plus the Provincial Delegate. The Clarion will provide a re-
port after the event. 

"The year 2000 will be 
intensely eucharistic" 
POPE JOHN PAUL II,TERTI0 
MILLENNIO ADVENIENTE 

24 HOURADORATION 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26 -SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 20, 2000 
Participants will enjoy exposure to prayer and the interior 
life at this working Congress. Special interest groups will be 
given an opportunity to hold discussion clinics on topics in-
cluding Carmel and the internet, Carmel and Charismatics, 
Carmelite spiritual formation, Council leadership, Communi-
ty formation, Carmelite lay spiritual direction, update from 
Mexico on proposed changes to the Rule of Life, and many 
other topics of interest. 

Please take time today to register. If you have any ques-
tions please call: 

Paula Wanbaugh, OCDS (Flint Community) 
Registration Chair, at 1-810-695-2606 

Mary Ann Carlson OCDS (Detroit community) 
Registration Co-Chair, at 1-248-394-0335 

Maria Quinn OCDS (Flint Community) 
Registration Co-Chair, at 1-810-629-4591 

or visit our Website: 
http://member.aoLcom/ocds2000/2000.html  

Ramada Inn & Conference Center 
4300 Pierson Road, Flint, MI 28504 
Please call for reservation at 1-810-732-0400 or 
1 —800-2-RAMADA 

IMPORTANT—Tell them you are attending the 
OCDS Jubilee Congress 2000 

Approximate Hotel Cost One Person $70 x 3 = $210 
(Second person add $6.00/day or 2 for $228.00 total or $115.00 
apiece) 

The CONGRESS FEE Includes —Hors d'oeuvres reception Thurs-
day evening; continental breakfast, lunch & dinner Saturday; conti-
nental breakfast & lunch Sunday, and registration packet (with litur -
gy program and special bag) and other memorabilia. NoTlu Thursday 
meals & dinner on Friday are on your own. 

CONGRESS FEE IS AS FOLLOWS: $200 

$75.00 per person deposit before June 1 (non refundable) with 
$125.00 due at the Congress 

$85.00 per person deposit (non-refundable) after June 1 with 
$115.00 due at the Congress 

Call persons above to complete your reservations. Please remem-
ber that you need to make your hotel reservation separately. 
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The Call to be Martha and Mary in OCDS Vocation 
By: Susan M. Fowler, OCDS 

Parish and Campus Ministry 
Two weeks ago, when Fr Centala asked me to 
write something for the Clarion about my min-
istry as rural Pastoral Associate and Campus 
Minister, I couldn't foresee the unexpected 
events which would conflict with his timeline 
for publication. Flu and pneumonia put my pas-
tor in the hospital late on a Saturday afternoon, 
which meant that beside the daily demands of 
parish and campus ministry, the four weekend 
Masses suddenly became "priestless Commu-
nion Services". My role was to preside, includ-
ing reflection on the Scriptures ("preaching"), 
while my colleague, a fellow campus minister, 
served in his role as leader of music. Later in the 
week, before the pastor's discharge from the 
hospital, my colleague came down with a flu-
bug as well, so the parish secretary and I did 
our best to make the Annual Parish Dinner 
Dance happen that weekend with the help of 
willing and generous volunteers. This story ex-
emplifies the challenges which might be en-
countered anywhere in parish ministry. Com-
bined with campus ministry, I often refer to our 
work as "kaleidoscopic". 

Located in the southern-most area of the 
Western New York diocese of Buffalo, ours is a 
rural parish with two churches about 6 miles 
apart. Saints Brendan & Jude Parish serves the 
local community as well as the students, admin-
istrators, faculty and staff at two secular col-
leges: Alfred University (Undergraduate through 
Ph.D.), and Alfred State College (2-4 year 
branch of State University of New York). 

The ministry team consists of a priest/pas-
tor; a married campus minister, father of four 
young children; and myself, mother of two mar-
ried sons, grandmother of 2 little girls all resid-
ing in the San Jose area of California. Indispens-
able other team members are the three part- 

Susan M. Fowler, 
OCDS 

Our Lady ofGrace 
Guest HL 
Almond  

1: 

timers: RE director, secretary and building man-
ager. 

Our collaborative style of ministry allows us 
to use our individual gifts liturgically, spiritually, 
socially and professionally. Fr Gene performs 
all the priestly duties common to this position. 
Like Bob, his middle name is "hospitality". 
Among other things, Bob is our director of mu-
sic and adult religious education. I train Eu-
charistic Ministers and Lectors, here and in the 
12 other churches in our Vicariate, lead the 
RCIA program, minister to the sick and home-
bound, and serve as the "pro-life" person. All of 
us share in the various educational programs by 
teaching, counseling, and providing resources 
for spiritual growth and understanding of what 
"Church" calls us to be as Catholic Christians. 
Social and liturgical events are planned with all 
age groups involved. One of Bob's many out- 
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reaches to the student community includes 
playing noon-time basketball with students and 
staff at both of the campuses. I don't play bas-
ketball or guitar, but I do speak Mandarin Chi-
nese (of all things!), so one of my outreaches is 
to teach English to the dependent spouses of 
Chinese graduate students. 

As Catholics in a secular academic commu-
nity our presence extends to all students. We ac-
tively participate in their campus life and coop-
erate with local interfaith leaders in other 
religious traditions. These activities barely touch 
on the countless ways that we function as pas-
toral ministers always, shifting hats as the cir-
cumstances require. 

At Home 
Home for me is called "Our Lady of Grace 

Guest House". Located three miles from campus-
es, it is a simple dwelling on 22 acres of wood-
land with 3 streams and a small pond, bordering 
on about 10,000 acres of state forest. Wildlife 
abounds. Astounded and delighted at the abun-
dance of birds that dwell in my branches, a bird-
watcher friend from Washington, DC recently 
suggested that if I ever want to sell this place I 
should list it in a birders' magazine! 

Before working in parish ministry, sleeping 
bag retreats were held here for local college stu-
dents as well as for St. Bonaventure University 
students. With weekend pastoral responsibili-
ties, retreats are no longer offered. However, for 
many years it has served as a quiet, contempla-
tive setting for serious students seeking an alter-
native to campus life. 

Student residents have varied from one se-
mester to the next: male and female, traditional 
and non-traditional, Associate Degree to Ph.D. 
While most have been Catholics, my current resi-
dent is a bright young Ph.D. candidate in Materi-
als Science from Shanghai, China. Philosophically 
a Buddhist, she has great respect for Catholicism, 
and lives here in peace. Without exception, all 
students who have resided here have been graced 
by God's loving presence in their lives and boast 
marked improvement in their course grades. 

In addition to resident students, there are 
guests who come to attend one of the two 
monthly Masses held here. One, celebrated by 
our pastor and open to the public, is focused on 
the need for healing, global as well as personal. 
The other is celebrated by a retired Rochester 
Diocesan priest. As our OCDS Spiritual Assis-
tant, he has entered the formation program in 
our small local group. 

In Our Lady of Grace Guest House is a 
small chapel where the Blessed Sacrament is re-
served. Prayer is central to the existence of this 
house. 

Individuals who wish to come for a day, 
evening or overnight stay are welcome by prior 
arrangement. Bookshelves offer a variety of 
spiritual works, including Carmelite authors. 
Though there is use of a VCR, there is no TV 
and minimal radio use. Space is limited to 2-3 
guest bedrooms with shared use of bathrooms. 
Accommodations are simple; lifestyle is casual. 
Fr Centala has been a guest on a number of oc-
casions as he travels to OCDS meetings. 
Overnight guests may leave an optional dona-
tion with the understanding that it is never an 
expectation. Because of my unpredictable hours 
in Pastoral ministry, I do not advertise. Word of 
mouth keeps me busy enough! 

Susan M. Fowler, OCDS, 
Our Lady of Grace Guest House, 
6187 McHenry 
Valley Rd. Almond, NY 14804-9617 
Work e-mail: stjude@eznet.net  
Home: sfowler©eznet.net  
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